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Scott Trombly named 
Hampden Police Chief 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


The town of Hampden has 
selected its next police chief. 

On the evening of March 8, 
the Hampden Board of Select- 
men announced that Detective 
Scott Trombly, a 26-year-veter- 
an of the Hampden Police De- 
partment, will fill the position 
that was vacated by longtime 
chief Jeff Farnsworth earlier 
this year. 

Trombly, a Warren resi- 
dent, expressed his desire for 


the position in previous Board 
of Selectmen meetings, allud- 
ing to his preference to work 
in a team-first environment and 
voicing his distaste for procras- 
tination. 

On Feb. 22, Trombly was in- 
terviewed by the board as one of 
three finalists for the position. 
Trombly was chosen this week 
out of three candidates. The 
other two candidates includ- 
ed Sergeant Thomas Yvon and 
Sergeant Tawrin Seega, who are 
both tenured members of the 
Hampden Police Department. 





Non-partisan elections, 
meals tax option 
approved for ATM warrant 


WILBRAHAM -— On Mon- 
day, the town Board of Select- 
men voted to add two articles to 
the town meeting warrant this 
May-— one which would give 
residents a vote on whether or 
not to implement a local meals 
option tax, and another which 
could change town elections 
from partisan to non-partisan if 
approved. 

During the citizens open fo- 
rum portion of the meeting, res- 
idents Michael Squindo and Sue 
Bunnell both asked the board 
to add the non-partisan town 
election warrant article through 
the town, rather than leaving it 
to citizen’s petition, so that the 
writing will be acceptable to the 
state attorney general and will 
contain the proper legalese in 


Retirement board claims innocence; 


the event residents vote in favor 
of the article. 

“It seems to me it’s a lot 
cleaner and more efficient and 
I think we owe it to the taxpay- 
ers to make it a clean choice 
for them, to not have to worry 
about if it was worded proper- 
ly” or about the legalese, select 
board Chair Bob Russell said of 
the articles. 

“T agree, both of those arti- 
cles do need to be [on the war- 
rant] for the public to decide,” 
Selectwoman Carolyn Brennan 
said. 

Brennan said she didn’t 
think the local meals option tax 
is necessary this year, but that 
residents should be given the 
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communities disagree 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


REGION — In response to 
questions about mismanage- 
ment, members of the Hampden 
County Regional Retirement 
Board repeatedly said to local of- 
ficials on a March 3 conference 
call that they had been unaware 
of the violations they were com- 
mitting. 

An unsettling audit released 
last month by the state Public 
Employee Retirement Admin- 
istration Commission revealed 
that the Hampden County retire- 
ment board exceeded its budget 
and suspiciously spent approxi- 
mately $800,000 on inappropri- 
ate raises, false invoices, travel 
fees, fraudulent social security 
and other misappropriations be- 


tween 2014 and 2017. 
During _ last 





Wednesday’s 
meeting, the board attempted to 
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Library program participants 
read 1,000 books — all before 


kindergarten 
oe | 
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WILBRAHAM - Ivy Harrigan finished her 1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten. Harrigan is the last of four siblings to complete this 
program, offered through the Wilbraham Public Library. 
Harrigan’s sister, Lily, is in the photo next to her. Upon completion, 
she received a certificate and a free, new paperback book. This 
program is made possible by funding from the Wilbraham Friends 
of the Library and LUSO Federal Credit Union. 





that no malicious or fraudulent 
actions were taken and pledged 
to pinpoint what contributed to 


LUDLOW — Over the past 
year, COVID-19 has changed 
every facet of life and recent 





form a committee solely com- 
prised of its own members to 
investigate its own wrongdoing. 

After town administrators 
and community members pro- 
tested, the board unanimously 
voted to instead establish an au- 
dit committee consisting of two 
board members and a member 
of the Hampden County Region- 
al Retirement Board Advisory 
Council. 

“Tsn’t the audit committee the 
fox watching the hen house?” 
asked Hampden Board of Select- 
men Chair Donald Davenport, 
audibly concerned by the chosen 
course of action. 

During a call that lasted near- 
ly 90 minutes, the board claimed 


the pattern of financial misman- 
agement that spanned the entire- 
ty of the audit. 

Retirement board Chairman/ 
Treasurer Richard Theroux and 
Executive Director Julianne 
Bartley claimed repeatedly that 
the board unknowingly made 
and approved expenditures that, 
at best, violated state statutes 
and, at worst, were blatantly 
fraudulent. 

Officials on the call appeared 
unsatisfied with the board’s 
lengthy but hollow explanations. 


False invoices 
The first item discussed on 
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CDC data suggest it helped 
worsen the already overwhelm- 
ing opioid epidemic. 

While addiction-related is- 
sues have spiked during the 
pandemic, the Hampden Coun- 
ty Sheriff’s Medication As- 
sisted Treatment program has 
helped more than 1,500 men 
and women battling substance 
use disorder, Sheriff Nick Coc- 
chi said. 

Through a partnership with 
CODAC_ Behavioral Health- 
care, the largest non-profit, 
outpatient provider for opioid 
treatment in Rhode Island, the 
Hampden County MAT pro- 
gram pairs counseling and be- 
havioral therapy along with ac- 
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Recreational 
Sports 
complex 
possible in 
Wilbraham 


Officials are eyeing 
land around the Wilb. 
Soccer Club 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM —_ Recre- 
ational activities in Wilbraham 
have generally been geared to- 
ward youth sports, but a new 
proposed complex could focus 
more on adult leagues, as well as 
a fenced-in dog park. 

During Monday night’s Board 
of Selectmen meeting, Parks and 
Recreation Department Director 
Bryan Litz said the department 
applied for $300,000 in funding 
to be voted on at this year’s an- 
nual town meeting, if the Com- 
munity Preservation Commis- 
sion approves its application this 
week. 

Selectmen identified the area 
surrounding the Wilbraham Soc- 
cer Club site as a possible loca- 
tion for a fenced-in dog park and 
pickleball courts, along with bik- 
ing trails and other possibilities 
for adult recreation. 

“The nice thing about these 
activities we’re proposing is it 
casts a wider net than what we’re 
currently offering... we’re in the 
youth realm, I guess you could 
say,” Litz said. 

The Spec Pond master plan 
has recently been completed and 
the plot there is “maxed out,’ 
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Sheriff’s Dept. addressing 
opioid epidemic 


cess to all three FDA-approved 
addiction medications for treat- 
ing substance use disorder: 
methadone, buprenorphine and 
naltrexone. 

“The MAT program helps 
people coming into our custody 
maintain these critical prescrip- 
tions without a fear of having to 
unnecessarily go through with- 
drawal,” Cocchi said. 

“At the same time, it helps 
current inmates and substance 
use disorder clients maintain 
abstinence from illicit drugs 
and ensures they return to the 
community with the best chanc- 
es of avoiding an overdose and 
transitioning into long-term re- 
covery. Offering this program 
and these medications is the 
humane and right thing to do if 


Please see SHERIFF, page 9 
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B® NEWS ABOUT TOWN 


Drive-through Easter 
Bunny Breakfast 


WILBRAHAM -— The Wilbraham Junior Women’s 
Club is once again holding their Annual Bunny Breakfast 
for kids. 

This year’s event will feature a fun, COVID-safe Bun- 
ny Breakfast drive through on Saturday March 27 from 
8:30-11 a.m. at St. Cecilia’s Church parking lot, 42 Main 
St., Wilbraham. 

Tickets are $5 per person and include: two cider do- 
nuts, juice, fruit, candy, a craft bag, a ticket for an Easter 
basket raffle, a coupon for a free kids cone at Rice Fruit 
Farm and a socially distant visit from the Easter Bunny. 
All participants must remain in their vehicle at all times 
and tickets must be purchased in advance at Wilbraham- 
JuniorWomens.org. 

This event is being sponsored by Luso Federal Cred- 
it Union and Rice Fruit Farm. For more information or 
questions, please contact Lorie Bonavita at Mbona640@ 
charter.net. 





Margaret Szpakowski 
wins DAR Good Citizen 
Award 


WILBRAHAM -— The Mercy Warren Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution honored Min- 
nechaug Regional High School senior Margaret Szpa- 
kowski of Wilbraham with the DAR Good Citizen Award 
at their March 2 meeting on Zoom. 

This award honors a high school senior who most ex- 
emplifies the ideals of patriotism, leadership, service and 
dependability. She was also named a State Finalist and 
was awarded a prize from the Massachusetts State DAR 
Good Citizens Committee as well. Margaret intends to 
study English or History in College. 
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Wilbraham author Lisa 
Kern releases new book 


WILBRAHAM -— Wilbraham-based author Lisa 
Kern has a new book, “Fear Less: Transforming Fear 
Into Courage within Relationships, Career, Society, and 
Self’ which was released on March 8 — International 
Women’s Day — written by fourteen women from vari- 
ous walks of life across Canada and the United States. 

‘Fear Less: Transforming Fear Into Courage with- 
in Relationships, Career, Society, and Self’ is a remind- 
er that we are not alone in living with fears,” Kern said. 
“Within these pages, are stories of overcoming the de- 
bilitating fears we face from relationships; childhood 
trauma; insecurities and rejection; growth and success; 
change; social and cultural norms, expectations, and 
prejudice; being an entrepreneur — fear of the unknown 
and unexpressed.” 

Fear, in its truest form, keeps us alive; it ignites the 
fight or flight tendency, so how can we regain power 
and step through fear? Kern asks in the book. 

Copies of the book are available on Amazon and 
Barnes & Noble, or through Lisa directly at www. 
healthyholistichappy.com 





Virtual raffle in lieu of 
Bunny Breakfast 


WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Children’s Muse- 
um is holding a ‘virtual’ calendar raffle throughout the 
month of April in lieu of their annual Bunny Breakfast. 
Calendars are on sale now and all proceeds support The 
Wilbraham Children’s Museum. 

There are many wonderful daily prizes including gift 
cards to local businesses, raffle baskets and a private, so- 
cially distanced visit from the Easter bunny (along with 
stuffed eggs!). 

Thank you to all the local businesses who made do- 
nations! Calendars can be purchased online at the mu- 
seum’s website: www.wilbrahamchildrensmuseum.com 
and are $10 each. 


We make senior living simple. 


Finding and understanding senior living options can be overwhelming 


and confusing. Oasis Senior Advisors is here to help, 


because the right place means everything. 


2 
> Discuss financial options, location and preferences »~ Be : 
. . . . . » / \ = 
> Provide a personalized list of local housing options Ww YY 5 ' 
p g Op ene 4 — 


> Set up and tour communities with you 
> Once the right place is selected, we make transitions easy! 


Call for a free in-depth consultation today! 


Eric Aasheim 


Certified Senior Advisor (CSA)® 
EAasheim@YourOasisAdvisor.com 


413-351-6577 





= 
SENIOR ADVISORS. 
Because the right place 
means everything 


Serving Western Mass and Surrounding Areas 
OasisSeniorAdvisors.com/WesternMass 


Business Banking 
is in your neighborhood. 


Looking for a new bank? Contact Us! 


Our Wilbraham Branch is ready to provide you with the 
service and business solutions to make your life easier. 


Small 
Business 


Checking 


¢ No monthly service fee 
e No minimum balance 


WILBRAHAM BRANCH 


www.monsonsavings.bank 
(¢Nben MEMBER FDIC | MEMBER DIF 


*Following initial 500 free checks processed, additional in-branch or ATM deposited check 
items and checks 50¢ each. See Fee Schedule for other fees that may affect your account. 


e FREE first order of checks up to $150 


e 500 free checks processed per month* 


100 Post Office Park | 


Monson Savings 


Your Bank Forever 
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Stranger Things trivia 
night at Wilbraham 
Public Library 


WILBRAHAM -— Do you like trivia fun? Are you 
looking forward to Season 4 of Stranger Things on 
Netflix? Teen Librarian at the Wilbraham Public Li- 
brary, Rachel Hapgood announces our first trivia pro- 
gram, Stranger Things Teen Trivia on Zoom. 

On Monday, March 15 from 6:30-8 p.m., teens in 
grades 6-12 can join us to test their knowledge of the 
popular Netflix show Stranger Things. If you know 
what state the town of Hawkins is in, sign up for our 
trivia event now. Registration is required. Sign up at 
wilbrahamlibrary.org or call the library at (413) 596- 
6141. 

The Wilbraham Public Library looks forward 
to hosting more trivia events in the near future for 
all ages. Harry Potter Trivia for Families, Teens & 
Adults, will be next during school vacation week in 
April. Disney and Marvel trivia will be other pro- 
grams, so brush up on your trivia knowledge and 
watch the library’s website for more details. 





Library virtual program: 
Madagascar, the 
Biodiversity Hotspot 


WILBRAHAM — On Tuesday, March 23 at 6 
p.m., Amy Dane will offer a virtual program entitled, 
“Madagascar, the Biodiversity Hotspot’ for Wilbra- 
ham Public Library. 

Madagascar is the fourth largest island in the 
world. Having existed in isolation for some 80 mil- 
lion years, it is a “biodiversity hotspot,’ home to 
plants and animals found nowhere else. Join us virtu- 
ally to learn about the country’s history, customs and 
traditions. Soak in the lush flora and fauna, including 
the beloved lemurs of this delightful country. 

Amy Dane is both a lecturer and prize winning 
photographer. Having traveled to over 120 countries, 
she loves to share her enthusiasm for the people and 
places she has visited. 

This is a virtual program; registration is necessary 
in order to participate. To register, call the library at 
(413) 596-6141 or go on line to the website at www. 
wilbrahamlibrary.org. 





WPL hosts virtual tech 
“ge program: “Your 
Tech Questions Answered’ 


WILBRAHAM — On Mondays at 3:30 p.m. in 
March, April, and May, Wilbraham Public Library, 
in conjunction with Wilbraham Monson Academy 
will offer a spring series of virtual tech support work- 
shops. 

Students of Wilbraham 
Monson Academy will be 
offering free virtual tech 
support for questions re- 
lated to electronic devic- 
es. They will interact with 
participants individually 
on Zoom, and will help 
solve all of those queries 
about email addresses, 
trouble-shooting a cell 
phone, questions about 
tablets, and more. Partic- 
ipants can sign up for one 
or more sessions. 

Registration 1s neces- 
sary for this virtual event 
as space is limited. To 
register, please call the 
library at (413) 596-6141 
or go to the website at 
www.wilbrahamlibrary. 
org. Participants will re- 
ceive a Zoom link for the 
workshop. 


413-596-2848 
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Hampden Senior Center spring events 


Free Easy Fun Craft Kits — We 
are thinking of Spring with some fun 
to make crafts to go! Directions and 
materials all included. Deadline to 
reserve your free craft kit is March 19 
and kits will be ready for pick up at 
the Hampden Senior Center on April 
1. Call (413) 566-5588 to sign up! 


Exercising with YMCA on 
Zoom — Open to everyone! Cost $2 
per class. You will need a computer/ 
laptop/tablet, internet access and an 
email. Call (413) 566-5588 for more 
details. 


Free Winter Vegetables — D & 
R Farm offers fresh produce and it’s 
FREE with HIP! Shares are limited, 
so call Wendy at (413) 566-5588 or 
email outreach@hampdenma.gov to 
sign up. 


Warm your HEART by helping 
warm the HEARTS of others — Do 
you know a Senior in Hampden who 
is home bound and could use a little 
cheering up? We would love to send 
a little gift to show we care and help 
put a smile on their face. If you know 
someone who could use this gift of 
cheer please contact the Hampden 
Senior Center. 


Building Fundraiser — “Window 
Cling” — Easy Cling to place on your 
car or home window to show support 
for the Hampden Senior Center. Sug- 
gested donation $2 each. All dona- 
tions are applied to our building fund. 
Call (413) 566-5588 to place your or- 
der and for pick up details. 


Foot Care — Please call 566-5588 
to schedule an appointment. Masks 
are required, and you must wait in 
your car until your scheduled ap- 
pointment time, so we can sanitize in 
between appointments. 


Memory Café to meet via Zoom 
on Fridays from 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. — Memory Cafe is a safe and 
comfortable space where caregivers 
and their loved ones living with De- 
mentia or Alzheimer’s can socialize, 
listen to music, play games, and en- 
joy other activities. You don’t need a 
computer to participate, you can call 
in and connect with everyone just by 
using your phone. Please call Wendy 
at (413) 566-5588 or email her at out- 
reach@hampdenma.gov to sign up. 


Sand for Hampden Seniors — 
The fire department will deliver a 


FREE five-gallon bucket of sand 
to your home for the winter weath- 
er. You must be over the age of 60 
living in Hampden. Call (413) 566- 
5588 and leave your name, address, 
phone number, and location on prop- 
erty where you would like the bucket 
dropped off. 


Phone Pal Program — Sign up 
to be a phone pal with a Springfield 
College Occupational Therapy Stu- 
dent. Possible Conversation Topics: 
e Share life stories and adventures ¢ 
Get advice on using cell phone, tab- 
let, and computer skills * Share each 
other’s topics of interest ¢ Talk about 
anything that is meaningful and pur- 
poseful to you! Communication op- 
tions available via: phone call, Face- 
Time or Zoom visits. If interested, 
please call Wendy at (413) 566-5588 
for more information. 


Grab N’ Go Lunch Program 
— Tuesday through Friday, pick up 
from 11:30 to noon. This program 
is provided by Greater Springfield 
Senior Services and serves a healthy 
lunch for anyone 60 or older. Sug- 
gested donation $2. Call (413) 566- 
5588 to sign up. 





Veterans can get COVID shots in Ludlow 


LUDLOW — The VA of Central 
Western Massachusetts Healthcare 
System will be offering the Janssen 
(Johnson and Johnson) COVID-19 
Vaccinations to VA-enrolled veter- 
ans of all ages on Tuesday, March 
16, at the Ludlow Lodge of Elks on 
69 Chapin Street. 

Vaccines will be administered by 
appointment only from 9 
a.m. to noon and to walk- 
ins — while supplies last — 
from | to 3:30 p.m. 

The clinic has 150 doses 
to administer. 

Appointments can be 
scheduled starting March 
10. There are no residency 
restrictions. 

“We are honored that 
Ludlow has been chosen 
to host the second commu- 
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Position Overview: We are looking for a 
highly motivated experienced individual 
with a positive attitude and an eye for 
detail to oversee Landscaping projects, 
manage the creation of Landscape 
features such as flower beds, water 
features, irrigation installs and repairs, 
walkways, patios, walls, tree and shrub 
installations and routine maintenance jobs. 
This is a hands-on, dynamic, fast paced 
environment that requires quick thinking, 
a team oriented attitude and multi-tasking 
abilities. Our company also offers snow 
removal in the winter months as well. 


As foreman, you are responsible for 
completing jobs on time and to Keith Isham 
Landscaping, LLC’s high quality standards, 
workmanship and professionalism. You 
must also have the ability to train our crew 
labor with all precautions related to day to 
day landscaping activities. 


nity vaccine clinic here in Western 
Massachusetts,” said Eric Segundo, 
director of Veterans Services for the 


town. 

Veterans who need information 
about enrollment or how to enroll in 
the VA are asked to call the Ludlow 
Veterans Office at 413-583-5600, 
ext. 1290. 


LANDSCAPE FOREMAN 





Requirements for Vaccine: 

Veterans eligible for the March 
16 vaccinations in Ludlow must 
be enrolled in the VA Healthcare 
System. Call 413-582-3110 for an 
appointment and bring your VA 
Healthcare ID. 





















LANDSCAPE LABORER 
Job Description: We are looking for a 
highly motivated experienced individual 
with a positive attitude and an eye for 
detail to oversee Landscaping projects, 
manage the creation of Landscape 
features such as flower beds, water 
features, irrigation installs and repairs, 
walkways, patios, walls, tree and shrub 
installations and routine maintenance 
jobs. This is a hands-on, dynamic, fast 
paced environment that requires quick 
thinking, a team oriented attitude and 
multi-tasking abilities. Our company 
Also offers snow removal in the winter 
months as well. 


As a Landscape Laborer, you are 
responsible for completing jobs on time 
and to Keith Isham Land-Landscaping, 
LLC’s high quality standards, 
workmanship and professionalism. 


Education/Experience Requirements: 







Experience working with all aspects of Landscaping & maintenance. Degree/certification 
and/or training in horticulture would be a plus. Valid drivers license, clean driving record 
and reliable transportation and DOT healthcard. 


Knowledge, Skills & Abilities: 


At Keith Isham Landscaping, LLC we have 
spent years working with clever, creative people 
- some come to us with years of experience and 
others are new to the green industry. We don’t 
present our potential clients with a resume and 
expect them to hire us...we show up and WOW 
them! We are inviting you to WOW us! 


We offer employees competitive pay 
commensurate with experience and/or education 
with a benefit package. We are a drug and 
alcohol free work environment. The applicant 
must pass a pre-employment drug test. 


Must have great customer skills. Attention to detail with an eye for identifying plants, 
shrubs and trees commonly used in this region. Mechanical skills including operating 
equipment such as chainsaws, lawn mowers, etc. Heavy lifting is required. Experience 
safely driving a truck and trailer. Ability to interpret a variety of instructions furnished 
written or orally. Verbal & written communication skills. 








KEITH ISHAM LANDSCAPING 


PO Box 151, 162 Wilbraham Road 
Hampden, MA 01036 


THE BEST FRESH FOR 
GOOD HEALTH! 


March is National 
Nutrition Month 
“Personalize Your Plate” 


atagy Sweet Red Peppers 
Imported........ $1.99 |b 


Green Peppers 
Extra Large ...99¢ Ib 


Fresh Asparagus........ $1.99 Ib 
Iceberg Lettuce ....... $1.49 head 





Golden Lemons 
Extra Large...5/$3.00 








Mini Daffodils 
4-Inch Pot $2.99 


| @ Fresh Cut Tulip Bouquets 


Exercise Your Green Thumb! 


Garden Indoors with 
Easy Care and 
__ Unusual Tropical Houseplants 


20% OFF ALL HOUSEPLANTS 
March 3-9 


Snake Plants, Peace Lily, lvies, Ferns, 
Palms, Succulents, Cactus & MORE! 


Time to Start Seeds! 
2021 Vegetable and Flower Seeds 
reroon and Organic Varieties 
~ Custom Seed Starting § Soil 

5 Quart Bags 
3 For $10.00 or $4.99 Each 
ALWAYS FRESH AT 


Page 3 














PERSONALIZE 


YOUR 
PLATE 












Sweet Grape Tomatoes 
Extra Large ...2/$3.00 


Crisp Celery Large Bunch ........ $1.49 


Driscoll Strawberries 
One Pound Pack ........ $3.99 


Golden Ripe 
Pineapples...2/$5.00 


Honeydew Melons 





$2.99 each 





Randall’s FRESH BAKED 
Irish Soda Bread 


From Randall’s Kitchen 


Meatless Serilen Specials 


Every Wednesday and Friday 


Going Green 
For St. Patrick’s Day 


Clover Shamrocks 


& Oxalis Shamrock Plants 
IRISH Garden Flags and Decor 





10Stems $7.99 


Fresh Cut Daffodils $3.99 Bunch 











631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-7 PM 
Find us on and You(jiiy) 
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Women’s Fund of Western Mass., HCC partner on leadership program 


HOLYOKE — The Women’s 
Fund of Western Massachusetts 
IS sponsoring an_ eight-week 
spring training program at Holy- 
oke Community College aimed 
at women who want to enhance 
their leadership skills. 

The course — “Women Lean- 
ing Into Leadership: Empow- 
ering Your Voice” — is being of- 
fered over Zoom on Thursdays, 
from noon to 1:15 p.m., March 
25 through May 13. 

Beyond that, each program 
participant will receive 30 min- 


utes of private, one-on-one 
coaching from the instructor, 
Annie Shibata Ph.D., owner of 
Growth Mindset Leadership and 
Communication Coaching. 

The cost of the eight-week 
program is $799, but the Wom- 
en’s Fund of Western Massachu- 
setts is offering sponsorships of 
up to $650 to each qualified par- 
ticipant. 

“One of priorities at the 
Women’s Fund is to help facil- 
itate parity in positions of pow- 
er and leadership,” said Monica 


Borgatti, chief operating officer 
of the Women’s Fund of Western 
Massachusetts. “We would like 
to see more women in leader- 
ship positions across the region, 
and we are proud to partner with 
HCC on a program designed to 
help women become more effec- 
tive leaders.” 

This course, along with HC- 
C’’s monthly Women’s Leader- 
ship Luncheon Series, is targeted 
to emerging leaders in mid-ca- 
reer and to women working to 
become more effective in their 


jobs and in the community. 

During the program sessions, 
participants will learn to evalu- 
ate their communication skills 
and apply new communication 
techniques; practice the power of 
mindfulness; distinguish forms 
of influence and persuasion to 
create powerful messages; assess 
their leadership strengths; and 
create short- and long-term plans 
for career development. 

“We’re really happy to an- 
nounce this new collaboration 
with the Women’s Fund of West- 


ern Massachusetts as we work 
together to develop women 
leaders in our community,” said 
Michele Cabal, HCC executive 
director of Business, Corporate 
and Professional Development. 
“The partnership makes sense as 
we share a common mission of 
working to help others achieve 
their goals.” 

Enrollment for the course is 
limited by design. To register and 
apply for a sponsorship, please 
go to: hcc.edu/women-leaning 


* Ge Wilbraham, MA 


(i) 413.279.2020 


Bar & Grille 


| Dre Map Us) 


Follow Us On 
Facebook & Our Website 
For Updates! 


JOIN US ST. PATRICK'S DAY! 
Wednesday, Xarch 17th 


OPENING 11:30 am 
ye Serving Our Regular Menu Be 
Along With An 
IRISH MENU ALL DAY 
Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinners 
Corned Beef Sandwiches & More! 


LIVE IRISH NIUSIC! 


BRUNCH 


Sundays 11:30am-2:30pm 
Along With Full Menu All Day 


LUNCH 


e THURSDAY-SATURDAY 
Made from Scratch 
Soups, Salads, Sandwiches, 
& Petite Portion Main Meals 


S22 
THREE COURSE 
MEALS 


EVERY WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 
OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY 


Serving Lunch: Serving Dinner: 
Thursday-Saturday Tues.-Thurs.4-9pm 
Starting at 11:30am Fri. -Sat. 4-9:30pm 
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$15 PRIME RIB 
NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY 


While Supplies Last 


Sunday 
Hours: 
11:30am-7pm 
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BEAR MOUNTAIN 


AT WEST SPRINGFIELD 
42 Prospect Avenue, West Springfield, MA 
413-733-3151 


Nomination papers available for 
elected office in Wilbraham 


WILBRAHAM — Nomination papers 
are now available for elected office in Wil- 
braham. Anyone interested can call the of- 
fice of Wilbraham Town Clerk, Carole J. 
Tardif, at (413) 596-2800 ext. 200 to set 
up an appointment. 

The last day to obtain nomination pa- 
pers is Wed., March 24, for the Annual 
Town Election, scheduled for May 15. 

Positions being voted for that day are: 
Selectman for three years; Town Clerk for 
three years; Moderator for three years; 
Assessor for three years; two Region- 
al School Committee members for three 
years; Cemetery Commissioner for three 
years; Water Commissioner for three 
years; two Library Trustees for three 


ELECTIONS from page 1 


chance to vote on both items. She said 
the idea of non-partisan town elections 
“makes sense.” 

Both Russell and Brennan voted in 
favor of adding the articles through the 
town, while Selectman Bob Boilard voted 
against adding the articles. 

The board chose not to move forward 
with an article changing the town clerk 
position from elected to appointed at this 
time, since Town Clerk Carole J. Tardif is 
already planning on running in the elec- 
tion this May. “Td be inclined to kick that 
particular can down the road,’ Russell 
said. 

Board approves donation box requests 
from local Scout troops 

In other Board of Selectmen news, the 
board on Monday approved requests from 
two local Scout troops — one for a food do- 
nation drive box and another for a clothing 
donation drive. 

Girl Scout Troop 64535 will be hold- 
ing a “Share the Warmth” clothing drive, 
in partnership with Baystate Health, to 
collect items for people who are homeless. 
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CHESTNUT HILL 


OF EAST LONGMEADOW 
32 Chestnut Street, East Longmeadow, MA 
413-525-1893 


years; one Planning Board Member for 
five years; and one Wilbraham Housing 
Authority Member for five years. 

The deadline for submission to the 
Registrar for certification is Fri., March 
26, at 5 p.m. Office hours are 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. for those who wish to obtain 
papers. A total of 50 signatures from reg- 
istered Wilbraham voters are required to 
have a name listed on the ballot as an in- 
dependent candidate. A letter stating the 
candidate’s name, address and the office 
being sought must be submitted at the 
time of the request to the Town Clerk. 

Contact the Town Clerk’s Office at 
(413) 596-2800, ext. 200 with any ques- 
tions. 


Partner locations where donations can 
be dropped off include the Scantic Valley 
YMCA, Wilbraham Public Library, Min- 
nechaug Regional High School, Meadow 
Brook School (in East Longmeadow), 
Soule Road School, Mile Tree, and Rice 
Fruit Farm. 

For those who prefer to donate remote- 
ly, the troop has created an Amazon wish 
list. Items purchased through the wish list 
will ship directly to the troop. The custom 
gift list can be found by searching Troop 
64535 in the Custom Gift List page under 
‘Find a Gift.’ 

The box will remain at Wilbraham 
Public Library now through Apr. 1. 

Cub Scout Pack 1774 is holding a food 
donation drive. A donation box will be out- 
side Memorial School from 8:30 to 3:30 
daily where people can drop off items. The 
box will be brought inside at night. 

The donations of non-perishables will 
be collected until March 18 and will bene- 
fit the Community Survival Center. 

Russell said he was proud of the young 
people who showed up during Monday 
night’s meeting to make these requests 
and to help out others in the community. 
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HEALTHCARE 


Quality healthcare in a safe, clean 
and supportive environment 


¢ Short Term Rehabilitation 
¢ Extended/Long-Term Care 
‘ « Respite and Memory Care 
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SIXTEEN ACRES 


HEALTHCARE CENTER 


215 Bicentennial Highway, Springfield, MA 


413-796-7511 
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Lea Kuselias named to the 
University of Hartford’s 
President’s Honors List 


WEST HARTFORD — The University of Hartford is 
pleased to announce Lea Kuselias of Wilbraham has been 
named to its President’s Honors List for Fall 2020. 

The President’s Honors List is made up of an extreme- 
ly select group of students who earned a grade point av- 
erage of 3.75 or higher in the semester. This is the GPA 
that must be sustained over a full undergraduate career to 
qualify for a degree summa cum laude. 


Courtney Lynn named to 
St. Lawrence University’s 
Dean’s List 


CANTON, N.Y. — Courtney Lynn from Wilbraham has 
been selected for inclusion on St. Lawrence University’s 
Dean’s List for academic achievement during the Fall 2020 
semester. 

Lynn is a member of the Class of 2024. Lynn attended 
Minnechaug Regional High School. 

To be eligible for the Dean’s List, a student must have 
completed at least four courses and have an academic aver- 
age of 3.6 based on a 4.0 scale for the semester. 


Rotary Scholarship 
applications now available 


WILBRAHAM - Brad Sperry, chairman of the Wil- 
braham-Hampden Rotary Club Scholarship Committee, 
has announced that applications for the 2021 Rotary Club 
scholarships are now available at both Minnechaug Re- 
gional High School and Wilbraham & Monson Academy. 

Applications are due no later than April 1. The schol- 
arships are available to qualified high school students 
who are residents of Wilbraham or Hampden. 

The club will again award nine scholarships, each in 
the amount of $1,500. Applications may also be obtained 
from Sperry by calling (413) 537-4171. 
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LIVE MUSIC IS BACK! 3 


Every Friday & Saturday 
Visit Our Facebook For Entertainment Lineup 


March 17th: 
For Corned Beef & Cabbage 


FAMILY STYLE MEALS 


Join Us Wednesday, 
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URI students named to 
the Fall 2020 Dean’s List 


KINGSTON, R.I — The University of Rhode Is- 
land is pleased to announce the Fall 2020 Dean’s 
List. The students re.present nearly all of Rhode Is- 
land’s cities and towns, all six New England states, 
New York and New Jersey, and many other states 
and countries. The following students were named 
to Dean’s List: 

Sam Dowding of Wilbraham 

Landen Gore of Hampden 

David Martin of Hampden 

Maeve Rothschild-Shea of Wilbraham 

Morgan Sanborn of Wilbraham 

Dylan Weichselbaumer of Hampden 

Anna Youmell of Wilbraham 

To be included on the Dean’s List, full-time stu- 
dents must have completed 12 or more credits for 
letter grades during a semester and achieved at least 
a 3.30 quality point average. Part-time students 
qualify with the accumulation of 12 or more credits 
for letter grades earning at least a 3.30 quality point 
average. 





Wilbraham Women’s 
Club scholarships 


WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN - The Wilbraham 
Women’s Club is offering two $1,000 scholarships 
to Wilbraham or Hampden residents who are gradu- 
ating seniors planning on attending a four-year col- 
lege or university. 

Applications are available in the guidance office 
at Minnechaug Regional High School. If a student 
attends a private school and would like an applica- 
tion, contact Mrs. Agnew at (413) 596-9480. The 
deadline for receipt of the application is April 5. 
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MMWEC offers 
scholarships to 
Minnechaug High School 
seniors 


LUDLOW - Applications now being accepted for the 
Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Electric Company 
(MMWEC) scholarship program. 

MMWEC is offering four $1,000 scholarships to be 
awarded to qualifying seniors from Ludlow High School 
and Minnechaug Regional High School who are plan- 
ning to attend either a two- or four-year college. Scholar- 
ships will be awarded to two students from Ludlow High 
School, one Minnechaug student from Hampden, and 
one Minnechaug student from Wilbraham. Students must 
plan to pursue a degree in disciplines related to engineer- 
ing, environmental sciences, finance, or accounting. 

Scholarship awards will be based on several factors, 
including academic achievement, area of study, and need. 
All seniors planning to pursue one of the specified aca- 
demic areas are encouraged to apply, regardless of their 
class ranking. 

To be considered, students must submit all required 
documents including a letter of recommendation from 
their guidance counselor and a letter detailing their edu- 
cational and professional goals. The submission deadline 
is April 6 and MMWEC will only be accepting electronic 
applications this year. Application and submission details 
will be shared with students via their guidance counsel- 
ors. 

As part of its commitment to the Ludlow, Hampden, 
and Wilbraham communities, MMWEC has awarded 
$52,000 in scholarships to help local students defray the 
cost of higher education since the inception of the schol- 
arship program in 1998. 

MMWEC is the joint action agency for public power 
in Massachusetts, providing a variety of power supply, fi- 
nancial, risk management and other services to the state’s 
consumer-owned, municipal utilities. MMWEC is the 
operator and principal owner of the Stony Brook power 
plant on Moody Street and has been a corporate resident 
of Ludlow for 43 years. 
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~ Western Mass's #1 Irish Pub! 


CELEBRATE ST. PATRICK'S DAY! 


Preorder Your Favorite St. Pat's Meals! 
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Donovan's Irish Pub will be taking preorders for 


i Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinners, Corned Beef Sandwiches, 
Grilled Reuben's, and Whole Belly Clams. 


_ Serves up to 6 people 
All Family Style Meals are Served with Salad & Bread 


Chicken Parmesan - 40 
Rigatoni Bolognese - 40 
Chicken Marsala - 40 

_ Chicken Francaise - 40.25%." 
Crazy Alfredo - “40, 

5 he Chicken Broccoli Alfredo - -40 ae wi 3 
— ae Spaghetti and Meatballs - 40 0 


‘ ~ &§ We will be open for inside dining on 
Braised Beef Short Ribs - 45 . an 3 os Wednesday, March 17, 2021 (by reservation only), 
| but we will also accept preordered takeout. Again, 


all orders must be placed at least 24 hours ahead of time. 


Order for pick up on Monday, March 15th, 
Tuesday, March 16th or Wednesday, March 17th. 


a The restaurant will be closed, for inside dining, 
- @ on Monday, March 15, 2021 and Tuesday, March 16, 2021. 
-— f) Takeout will be available from 11 am until 7 pm both days. 
We will accept only preorders on those days. 
Orders must be placed at least 24 hours ahead of time. 
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tah - VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MENUS —- 


m ue: HOME CATERING AVAILABLE! 


Call now to place your preorders! 
If you get the answering machine, please leave 
a name and number, and we will get back to you. 


3 413-543-0791 ¢ www.donovanspub.com mq Fi" 






"see our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu 


_ lacucinahampden. com 
/ LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS 


Mon.-Thurs, 3-8pm 
Sat. 2-9pm 





facebook. 


Sun. 2-8pm 
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VIEWPOINTS 


Cabbage 
conundrums 


always feel a bit guilty on St. Pat- 
| es Day. What kind of Irish girl 
am I if I don’t particularly like 
corned _ beef 
and cabbage? 








IN THE 
Most of my 
life I found the GARDEN 
meat too salty WW 
and the cab- = e 
bage... well, 


too cabbagey. 
The past cou- 
ple of years, eal 
though, in an 
effort to help 
my gut micro- 
biome replenish 
itself after too many Lyme antibiotics, 
I began taking an interest in fermented 
foods. Sauerkraut has become one of 
my favorites. 

Last year I met a woman at a 
Grange talk who had a basement full 
of sauerkraut she made herself. In- 
trigued and always up for a home- 
steading challenge, I decided then 
and there that I was going to grow 
enough cabbage to fill my basement, 
too. The only problem was that I never 
had much success with this vegetable. 
Sure, I’ve enjoyed a homegrown head 
or two, but a cabbage farmer I am not. 
Thugs, slugs, bugs and cracks, in that 
particular order, have always thwart- 
ed my best efforts. Read on to learn 
about my experiences as I went from 
growing a half dozen cabbage plants 
to over 30. 

I sowed my cabbage seeds indoors 
off heat the second week of April last 
year. When the first true leaf appeared, 
I transplanted the seedlings into indi- 
vidual cells of six packs and watered 
with a liquid fertilizer diluted to half 
strength. Bright light but cool tem- 
peratures grew stocky plants, and by 
May 15 they were ready to be hard- 
ened off. They were installed into the 
garden a week before Memorial Day. 
Most of the plants went into one of 
my rock-edged raised beds. I thought 
I was so smart. First I installed three- 
foot hardware cloth to keep out the 
bunnies (thugs), then I laid soaker 
hoses to and fro, knowing how these 
beds can bake in the heat and dry 
out daily. Cabbages aren’t what you 
would call heat-loving. If that wasn’t 
enough, I then covered the whole thing 
with a floating row cover, anticipating 
that the cabbage looper, the cabbage 
worm and the imported cabbage worm 
(all bugs) would visit and demolish 
my seedlings in no time. All my bas- 
es were covered, literally, and things 
were going great. The leaves began to 
pucker and curl: the seedlings were on 
their way to making heads! 

But alas, I began to notice holes 
in the leaves. The kind of holes where 
you can see a shiny trail. Slugs had 
found my cabbage patch. Sometimes 
there were even dark gray slugs still 
attached to the leaves. Big ones, little 
ones, yuck! I began hand picking fu- 
riously, every morning at sunrise and 
again just before dark. Things finally 
began to look up and then the aphids 
(yet more bugs) hit. Did you ever see 
gray aphids in such an abundance that 
they look more like a waxy coating 
than individual bugs? Yessiree, that 
was my cabbage patch. I think, be- 
cause this set-up of mine only required 
that I turn on the soaker hose and not 
lift the cover and inspect my plants, 
things got way out of control. Had I 
seen the first few aphids I could have 
maybe blown them off with a spray of 


Please see GARDEN, page 7 
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RESPONSE TO LETTER: 
Taxing of the Wilbraham-Monson 
Academy employee housing properties 


Wilbraham Board of Assessors 
Lawrence LaBarbera, Chair 


WILBRAHAM - This is a 
response to Donald Flannery’s 
letter published in the Feb. 25 
edition of the Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times. There are several in- 
accuracies in that letter that I am 
compelled to address. 


Definition 

A charitable organization is a 
corporation, or trust, established 
for literary, benevolent, chari- 
table, or temperance purposes. 
The organization must be or- 
ganized for charitable purposes 
and must actually operate as a 
public charity. Non-profit status 
is not sufficient, nor is exempt 
status for state or federal tax 
purposes. 

Non-profit private schools, 
colleges, universities, hospitals, 
museums and cultural facilities 
are charitable organizations be- 
cause they benefit an indefinite 
class of the public. 


Real Property 

Properties occupied for char- 
itable purposes include: 

e A group home, shelter or 
halfway house is occupied by 
the charitable organization be- 
cause the residents do not have a 
possessory interest in the prop- 
erty and have little expectation 
of privacy. 

e Housing for an officer or 
employee of the organization is 
occupied by the organization, 
not the officer or employee, if 
(1) the occupant pays minimal 
or no rent, (2) the occupancy is 
a condition of employment, and 
(3) the residency contributes 
substantially to the organiza- 
tion’s mission.14 If the housing 
is for the officers or faculty of 
a charitable educational institu- 
tion, it must also be contiguous 
to the principal location of the 
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school. 15 

14 Board of Assessors of 
New Braintree v. Pioneer Val- 
ley Academy, Inc., 355 Mass. 
610 (1969); Wheaton College v. 
Town of Norton, 232 Mass. 141 
(1919). 

15 G.L. ¢. 39, 8 3; ch 3(e): 
Bay Path College v. Board of 
Assessors of Longmeadow, 57 
Mass. App. Ct. 807 (2004). 

The contiguous requirement 
was clarified by the Trustees 
of Boston University v. Board 
of Assessors of Brookline, 11 
Mass. App. CT. 325,327 (1981) 
and Bay Path College v. Board 
of Assessors of Longmeadow, 
57 Mass. App. Ct. 807 (2004) 
which determined that “contigu- 
ous” is to include “near” and not 
just abutting. 

In addition to the above not- 
ed Appellate Tax Board (ATB) 
cases, there are others that refer- 
ence residential property being 
exempt from taxes. 

Trustees of Boston College 
v. Assessors of Boston, Mass. 
ATB Findings of Fact and Re- 
ports 2010-96; 

Atlantic Union College v. 
Town of Lancaster, Mass. App 
CT. No. 19-P-142, (2020); 

These cases all support the 
exemption of residential proper- 
ty when occupied by faculty or 
staff of an eligible charitable or- 
ganization and meeting the cri- 
teria from G.L. c. 59, § 5, cl. 3. 

As for the claim that the Cit- 
ies of Northampton, Amherst 
and Boston tax these properties, 
they do not. All three adhere 
to the Massachusetts Gener- 
al Laws (MGL) by exempting 
property owned by charitable 
organizations, used as_ hous- 
ing for faculty and/or staff 
that meet the required criteria. 
From the Northampton Asses- 
sor’s office, “Smith College 
owns multiple properties that 
they rent out for a profit, and 


we assess and tax those parcels. 
The parcels actually being used 
for education or staff housing 
that are being charged little to no 
rent, we list as exempt. In short, 
if the educational institution gets 
the right paperwork in on time, 
we ll happily make that property 
exempt”. 

From the Amherst Assessor 
“We tax the Amherst College 
property that doesn’t meet the 
requirements defined in G.L. c. 
59, § 5, cl. 3. All real property 
that meet the criteria are listed as 
exempt”. 

From the Boston Assessor 
“With regard to faculty hous- 
ing pursuant to G.L. c. 59, § 5, 
Clause 3, we view the matter as 
follows: 

Residential property used by 
a charitable corporation to house 
its personnel is not exempt from 
taxation under G.L. c. 59, § 5, 
Clause 3 where the housing is 
provided primarily for personal 
convenience or private benefit. 

Therefore, for each exemp- 
tion request we review, we seek 
the answers and_ supporting 
documentation to the following 
questions. 

(1) Does the occupant pay 
minimal or no rent, (2) Is occu- 
pancy a condition of employ- 
ment, and (3) Does the residen- 
cy contribute substantially to the 
organization’s mission? 

If the answer is yes to the 
aforementioned questions, we 
believe the housing is occupied 
by the organization, not the offi- 
cer or employee”’. 

In summary, the housing that 
is owned by Wilbraham-Mon- 
son Academy and used as fac- 
ulty housing is currently exempt 
from taxes in accordance with 
G.L. c. 59, § 5, Clause 3 and 
supported by several ATB deci- 
sions. 
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 


Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to elinscott@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a Cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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WNE Center for Social Justice receives Health 
New England mini grant to address racism 


SPRINGFIELD — The Western 
New England University School 
of Law’s Center for Social Justice 
has been awarded a $6,000 DEIB 
(Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and 
Belonging) mini-grant from Health 
New England. The grant provides 
funding to local non-profit organi- 
zations that are actively addressing 
racial health equity and disparities, 
and at least one of the CDC’s Social 
Determinants of Health. 

“As a mission-driven, not-for- 
profit health plan, Health New 
England seeks to improve the 
health and lives of all people in 
our communities,’ said Susan Sil- 
ver O’Connor, Vice President and 
General Counsel for Health New 
England. “With this grant, Health 
New England deepens its commit- 
ment to addressing racial inequality 
and health disparities in Springfield 
and beyond through our partnership 
with the Center for Social Justice. 
Health New England supports the 
critical work of the Center in dis- 
mantling structural inequality to 
improve health outcomes and in- 
crease health equity through educa- 
tion and dialogue.” 

SDOH are conditions in the 
places where people live, learn, 
work and play that affect a wide 
range of health risks and outcomes; 
these include Healthcare Access 
and Quality, Education Access and 
Quality, Social and Community 
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water, or waited until eve- 
ning and sprayed with soap 
to smother the buggers. But 
once heads form and the 
aphids are within the over- 
lapping leaves, you might as 
well call the party over and 
plant a cover crop instead. 
Live and learn. 

Thankfully, this is not 
the end of the story. There 
were six cabbage transplants 
that I couldn’t fit in the 
raised bed. I planted them at 
the end of my broccoli row 
in the main garden.Although 
plagued with a few slugs, 
and even a few bugs, I was 
able to harvest each head 
and made my first ever batch 
of sauerkraut, totally just 
about two gallons worth! As 
my bounty dwindles near 
winter’s end, I am already 
strategizing this year’s cab- 
bage crop. I am going to try 
growing an early variety to 
try and beat the worst of the 
bugs. 

Although still not a fan 
of corned beef, cabbage has 
surely has found its place in 
my palate and in my garden. 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 

Roberta McQuaid grad- 
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachu- 
setts. For the last 28 years, 
she has held the position of 
staff horticulturalist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She en- 
Joys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to ekenne- 
dy@turley.com with “Gar- 
dening Question” in the 
subject line. 


Our Newest 
Team Member! 


Context, Economic Stability, and 
Neighborhood and Built Environ- 
ment. 

Ariel Clemmer, Director of the 
Center for Social Justice remarked, 
“We are deeply grateful to Health 
New England for their support of 
this critical initiative and look for- 
ward to working with them as a 
partner in addressing the pervasive 
issue of racism as a social determi- 
nant of health in our community.” 

The grant, Addressing Racism 
as a SDOH through Restorative 
Racial Healing Dialogue, seeks to 
dismantle systemic racism in two 
ways. Clemmer explained that the 
project will “first educate the WNE 
University community about the 
connection between racism and 
health disparities and the structural 
barriers to equity that exist across 
society, and then will work to facil- 
itate racial healing and relationship 
building between and among our 
institution and the local communi- 
ty through healing circle conversa- 
tions.” 

Since its launch in 2019, the 
Center for Social Justice has been 
a key stakeholder in the pursuit of 
social justice in our community and 
beyond. In the last year, the Center 
has sponsored or hosted more than 
a dozen events, including various 
know your rights trainings and 
programming, panel discussions 
addressing the racial disparities of 
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COVID-19, and lawyering in the 
time of Black Lives Matter, as well 
as speakers like Evan Wolfson, who 
is considered the “architect of the 
marriage equality movement.” Its 
work is entirely grant funded from 
generous supporters like Health 
New England and the Massachu- 
setts Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
pany, as well as individual donors. 
The Western New England Uni- 
versity’s Center for Social Justice 
works toward advancing social 
justice through research, advocacy, 
education, innovation, and _ pub- 
lic engagement. It is designed to 
strengthen collaborative efforts be- 
tween the School of Law and the re- 
gion to work toward a more just, eq- 
uitable, and inclusive society. The 
Center provides a centralized hub 
of activity for the School of Law’s 
justice-related teaching, scholar- 
ship, and service. It broadens social 
justice academic offerings, helps 
students aspiring to be social justice 
lawyers achieve their goals, imbues 
a culture of pro bono volunteerism 
in students, faculty and other legal 
professionals, manages in-house 
pro bono projects, and works close- 
ly with community organizations 
and partners to identify and address 
unmet needs that require a multi-di- 
mensional response cutting across 
law and other fields. For more in- 
formation, visit wne.edu/cjs. 





LUBE - OIL - FILTER 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 point check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
©) & Excludes 
diesel & 


synthetic 

















Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 3/31/21 T 


$10 OFF 


any service over $150 


$20 OFF | 





any service over $250 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 3/31/21 T 


EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 3/31/21 T 


dT | 


WHEEL 
ALIGNMENT CHECK ! 


$G9°°5 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 3/31/21 T 


(Up to $50/Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 


e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson's for repair within 15 mile radius) 


¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ¢ Snow Tire Changeover 


Meet STORM - 


Auto 
Sales & Service 
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5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 


413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 





TEMPORARY HOURS: MON-FRI 8-4 
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Scholarships for 
volunteerism, community 
srants offered through 
Wilbraham Community 
Association 


WILBRAHAM - Over 40 years ago, town resi- 
dents founded the Wilbraham Community Associa- 
tion on the basis of volunteer involvement to promote 
civic pride and enrich our community. 

The WCA is offering scholarships to any Wilbra- 
ham high school senior who has helped our commu- 
nity by volunteering in some way. Up to two $1,000 
scholarships are available to fund any type of academ- 
ic or vocational education in pursuit of a career goal. 

Applications are also available for grants issued 
through the Wilbraham Community Association. The 
Association will offer grants up to $750 to hometown 
nonprofit organizations. The WCA was founded by 
Wilbraham residents to promote and enrich the com- 
munity. Grants help fulfill the mission by funding 
projects that help improve the town. 

The deadline for applications for scholarships and 
community grants is March 31. For further informa- 
tion or to request an application, email CDuquette @ 
charter.net or call Cate Duquette at (413) 596-8315. 


e 


@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
Www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 
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B OBITUARIES 





Death 


Notices 


Clark, David O. 
Died February 25, 2021 





Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 





Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





QANDALL's 
FARM 


& GREENHOUSE 
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David O. Clark 
1941-2021 


WILBRAHAM -— David O. Clark, 79, 
passed away Feb. 25, at Vero at Hampden, 
in Hampden. David was born on May 
20, 1941, in San Diego, Calif. He was the 
son of Samuel Clark, who died when Da- 
vid was four, and Bernice (Lewis) Clark. 
Dave joined the Arizona National Guard 
in 1963 where he was recruited to become 
a pilot. He trained at Webb AF Base in 
Texas and Perrin AFB earning his wings 
in 1967. Dave graduated from Santa Ana 
College, Calif. and the University of Ar- 
izona, receiving his BS Degree in Phar- 
macy in 1970. During this time, he mar- 
ried Sandra Banas and they relocated to 
Springfield in 1971 where he took over 
managing the family business, Banas 
Package Store. He continued serving in 
the Mass. Air National Guard for 27 more 
years, retiring as a Colonel in 1998. As a 
reservist, he flew the A-10, F-100, F-102 
and trained in the F-16. In 1989, David 
joined TWA as a commercial pilot for 10 
years, flying the 727. David was a Renais- 
sance man enjoying and mastering vari- 
ous interests including the piano, sketch- 
ing, construction, computers, restoring 
classic cars, slot machines and competing 
in triathlons, hockey, skiing, and scuba 
diving. Dave loved a challenge and help- 
ing anyone with a project and was a truly 
generous and talented man. He also en- 
joyed summer vacations at Cape Cod and 
Plum Island with friends and family. He 


Aynpralhy loral Avangements 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 
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leaves his sister, Mary 
Kathryn Carter of San 
Diego; his longtime 
partner, Linda Hill 
of Wilbraham; and 
her son Corey Hill of 
Boston; her brother, 
Stephen Merrill and partner, Elizabeth 
Duquette of Hampden; his former wife, 
Sandra (Banas) Clark of Wilbraham; two 
nephews, John S. Banas II of Scottsdale, 
Ariz.; Andrew Banas of Michigan; broth- 
er- in- law, Dr. John S. Banas Jr. of Po- 
land and Monaco; his Air National Guard 
“call sign” friends, (David was known as 
“Liquor’), Al Reid “Viper”; Gary Hagar 
“Maddog”; Dave Marshall “Pigdog”’; 
employees of Banas Package Store; fel- 
low Air National Guardsmen; and best 
friends, Brice Westphall of San Diego; 
Michael and Erin Gallerani of Wilbra- 
ham, and Bob and Sally Crawford of Tuc- 
son, Ariz. His mother and step-father pre- 
deceased him. A gathering of family and 
friends will take place from 11 a.m. until 
12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 9, in the 
Forastiere Smith Family Funeral Home, 
220 North Main St., East Longmeadow. 
A sharing of memories will follow from 
12:30 p.m. until | p.m. when a funeral 
home service will take place. Burial with 
military honors to follow in Massachu- 
setts Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery, 1390 
Main St., Agawam. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider a donation 
to one of David’s favorite 
organizations, the Salva- 
tion Army, 285 Liberty St., 
Springfield, MA 01104 or 
Wounded Warrior Project, 
P.O.Box 758516, Topeka, 
Kansas 66675-8516. Please 
visit https://www.forastiere- 
funeralhome.com to express 
a personal memory or con- 
dolence to the family. 
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Asphalt Driveways 
Retaining Walls 
Pavers 

Excavation 
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LANDSCAPING & CONSTRUCTION LLC 
LUDLOW, MA 


Concrete Patio & Walkways 


Fully Licensed and Insured 


413-417-1182 
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STCC Dental Hygiene 
Clinic to offer free 
treatment in March 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield Technical Commu- 
nity College’s Dental Hygiene Clinic will offer free 
preventative treatment for children and adults in Feb- 
ruary and March. 

The clinic on the campus of STCC usually charges 
a nominal fee for services, but the college decided to 
waive fees for two months to help the community, 
many of whom are facing financial hardship during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The clinic, which is open Monday through Friday, 
iS now accepting appointments starting at 8 a.m. The 
clinic closes at 4 p.m. 

“The service at the clinic includes scaling and 
prophylaxis (teeth cleaning), any needed X-rays, fluo- 
ride treatments, as well as dental sealants for children 
which can run from $30 to $60 per tooth in the outside 
sector,’ said Meg Loadholt, the Dental Hygiene pro- 
gram coordinator. 

The clinic in Building 20, Room 238, offers com- 
prehensive oral health care provided by STCC dental 
hygiene students under the direction of licensed dental 
hygienists and dentists. 

“The STCC Department of Dental Hygiene con- 
tinues to prove its long standing value as the region’s 
premier training center for dental team members in 
dental offices near and far,’ said Martin Wohl, DDS, 
chair of the Valley District Dental Society. “Providing 
their terrific expertise, especially in the face of all our 
pandemic trials, highlights the responsibility the pro- 
gram and its students feel toward their stressed com- 
munities. I hope community members take full advan- 
tage of such a valuable resource for as long as it can 
be available. In addition, the training of every student 
will be greatly enhanced.” 

The clinic adheres to strict safety guidelines during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The college has temporarily 
suspended any aerosol generating procedures (namely, 
ultrasonic scalers and polishing teeth) from treatment 
options. In certain cases, under direction of a faculty 
member, such treatment might be allowed using de- 
vices that eliminate 93% of aerosols. 

The college has limited the number of people who 
can gather in the clinic and labs to allow for social 
distancing. 

Both students and faculty wear masks and face 
shields. All dental hygiene students, faculty and staff 
are scheduling appointments to be vaccinated. 

Anyone who enters Building 20, where the clinic is 
located, must complete an attestation form and answer 
questions about any recent travel outside of Massa- 
chusetts and if they have experienced any symptoms 
related to COVID-19 or have been exposed to anyone 
experiencing symptoms. Staff also will check tem- 
peratures of people entering the building. 

To schedule an appointment, call (413) 755-4900. 
For more information, visit stcc.edu/dental. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 






be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 





CLUES ACROSS 38. Your home has one 
40. Organic compound 


41. Section at the end of 


70. Pop singer Harry 27. Endpoint 

30. Indian instrument 

32. Bleated 

35. Cablegram (abbr.) 

37. Root mean square 
(abbr.) 

38. Jellyfishes 

5. Brew 39. Individual TV 

6. Nickname installments 

7. Architectural structures 42. Talk 

8. Trigonometric function 43. More (Spanish) 

9, Postmodern 46, Leaseholder 
architectural building +47. Monetary units 
in Vienna 49, Hostility 

10. Henderson and 90. Work stations 
Fitzgerald are two 52. Linguistics giant 

11. Mountain (abbr.) 54. Female sheep 

12. Landscaping practice 55. Calendar month 

13. Capacitance unit 57. Seasoning 

15. Redirect 59. Lofty nest of a bird 


1. Large dung beetle 
7. Representation of a 
plan a book 


CLUES DOWN 

1. An ape or monkey 
2. Chemical element 
3. Zodiac sign 

4, Removes 


The Library Loft 


43. Flat tableland with Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 
Steep edges 

44. Criticize 

45. Split pulses 

47. Brief trend 

48, Cool! 

51. Purposes 

53, Brews 

55. Skin condition 

56. Pops 

58. American air travel 
company 

99. Minute bug 

60. Anno Domini (in the 
year of Our Lord) 


13. In a fervid way 

14. The Book of Psalms 

16. Morning 

17. Exactly the same 

19. About 

20. Brown and basmati 
are two 

22. Swiss river 

23. Philippine island 

29. Expressions of 
surprise 

26. An ant 

28. Common Japanese 
surname 

29. Deoxyribonucleic acid 

30. Car mechanics group 61. One who rides in 

31. A person’s brother or your car 18. Hat for women of prey 
sister 64. One of the Gospels 21. In a way, dressed 62. Single Lens Reflex 

33. Ancient pharaoh 65. City in southern Spain down 63. A way to remove 

34. Quantitative fact 67. Inquisitive 24. Granny 66. Virginia 

36. Vividly colored bird 69. Jean Paul 26. Feed 68. Old English 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful “friends, volunteers and patrons. 
Hours: 
Tues. 1Oam- 4pm ° Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thine, VOam =, om sles hOatt =i 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more ‘le call 283-3330 ext. 100 


__, author 


Proceeds J Benefit the neaallalte Library 
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we truly want to help people battling addic- 
tion-related issues.” 

More than 80% of incarcerated indi- 
viduals report battling with some level of 
substance use disorder, Cocchi said, and 
compared to the rest of the adult population, 
the opioid-related overdose death rate upon 
release from custody is 120 times higher. 
And recent CDC data suggest that the rate 
of overdose deaths during the year leading 
up to May 2020 was up 38.4% over the pre- 
vious year, continuing a trend that started 
before the pandemic but worsened during it. 

A recently released JAMA Psychiatry 
study analyzing emergency department vis- 
its showed a significantly higher weekly rate 
of opioid overdose-related visits from mid- 
March to October 2020 compared to the 
same period a year before. Since the MAT 
program’s inception on Sept. 1, 2019, it has 
provided a critical bridge to treatment for 
1,586 men and women who came into the 
custody of the sheriff’s office either as in- 
mates or Section 35 treatment clients. 

“We are proud to be working with the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s Department on 
this important initiative that helps move 
the needle forward in treating all those 
struggling with addiction as patients, just 
like those facing diabetes or cancer, and 
offer them the most comprehensive, evi- 
dence-based therapeutic approaches avail- 
able, such as MAT,” Linda Hurley, presi- 
dent/CEO of CODAC, said. 

“The progress we are making in Hamp- 
den County underscores that the program we 
pioneered in Rhode Island is both scalable 
and feasible elsewhere, and we are always 
available to help patients in other states.” 

CODAC’s imbedded opioid treatment 
program at HCSD is based on its nationally 
praised MAT program with Rhode Island 
Department of Corrections, the results of 
which have been published in JAMA Psy- 
chiatry. 


People coming into the HCSD’s custody 
with an active MAT prescription are allowed 
to continue their treatment regimen with a 
typical approval coming the same day as 
intake, according to medical staff with the 
program. Anyone in custody who reports 
a form of substance use disorder where 
the three FDA-approved medications are 
deemed helpful is assessed for eligibility 
and started on MAT when appropriate. 

In addition to medication, individual and 
group therapy is provided by CODAC and 
HCSD staff. For many clients, it is the first 
time they’ve experienced therapy for sub- 
stance use disorder and serves as a gateway 
to recovery that carries over to life after re- 
lease. Also, sentenced inmates not presently 
on medication, but with a previous history 
of substance use disorder, may be eligible 
to start MAT prior to release. This can help 
them transition into long-term recovery and 
at a minimum, decrease the chances of a fa- 
tal overdose upon release. 

When someone is released from custo- 
dy, the Hampden County Sheriff’s Office 
connects them with a health care provider 
in their community as part of its nationally 
recognized public health model. As an ex- 
tension of that, anyone on MAT is directly 
connected with an authorized and licensed 
MAT clinic wherever they live. 

During the pandemic, as the availabili- 
ty of community-based treatment options 
fluctuated, MAT was a critical lifeline for 
people leaving the department’s custody. 
Following a lawsuit filed to compel mass 
releases from jails across Massachusetts in 
light of the COVID-19 Pandemic, the state 
Supreme Judicial Court on April 3, 2020, 
ordered the Massachusetts Trial Courts to 
review certain individuals for presumptive 
release from custody. 

Spontaneous releases spurred by this de- 
cision made release-planning difficult, ac- 
cording to MAT staff. But they adapted by 
treating any court appearance like a poten- 
tial release date, coordinating community 
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Courtesy photos 
Hampden County MAT program pairs 
counseling and behavioral therapy along 
with access to medication prescribed to 
help recovery from substance abuse. 


services to ensure if someone was released 
by a judge, they could continue on medica- 
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tion by the following day to avoid a lapse in 
treatment. 

The program was recently audited by 
the National Commission for Correctional 
Healthcare and has been fully accredited 
with exemplary remarks. 


About CODAC 
Behavioral Healthcare 

CODAC_ Behavioral Healthcare, a 
non-profit organization founded in 1971, is 
Rhode Island’s oldest and largest provider 
of outpatient services for opioid use disor- 
der, other substance use disorders, and con- 
current behavioral health challenges. CO- 
DAC is now licensed in Massachusetts to 
operate an opioid treatment program. For 
more information about CODAC, visit co- 
dacinc.org. 


OPENINGS AVAILABLE 
Full Time & Part Time Hours 


Wallpaper & Paint Sales Consultants 


Experience in wallpaper & paint field helpful but 
willing to train a person with good decorating skills. 
Learn to mix colors with computer assistance. 


Saturday hours imperative! 
Applications/interviews available 
9-5 daily by appointments 
Call 413-543-1903 








Introducing Our New Wilbraham Branch Manager 





“| love the purpose and meaning of credit unions. If you’re 
going to go to work every day, you should love what you do 
and | love that I’ve been given the opportunity to help people 
accomplish their financial goals. |am thankful for the opportu- 
nity to serve as the new branch manager of LUSO’s Crane Park 
location and | look forward to serving the Wilbraham 


community.” 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 


Federally Insured by NCUA 


- Jennifer Price 


Scan the QR Code with 
your mobile device. 


LUSO Federal Credit Union is proud to announce the 
appointment of Jennifer Price as Wilbraham Branch 
Manager. In this new role, Jennifer will be responsible for 
Leading all operational aspects of the branch, including 


member service and Lending. 


“Jennifer brings with her extensive experience managing 
credit union operations and teams, and we're thrilled to 
have her Leading our Crane Park branch,” said Jennifer M.G. 
Calheno, President and CEO of LUSO Federal Credit Union. 
“She will bring a new perspective, passion and Leadership to 
LUSO and support for the communities we serve." 


Jennifer comes to LUSO with 17 years of banking 
experience, having recently served as Vice President of 
Sales and Operations for a credit union in East Hartford. 


LUSO Federal is the community's most Longstanding 
financial institution where we are proud to serve over 8,500 
members and growing! Please join us in welcoming Jennifer 
to our team of friendly and efficient service providers by 
visiting her at our convenient branch in Crane Park in 
Wilbraham (near the Wilbraham Public Library. 


OF 


599 East Street, Ludlow | One Crane Park, Suite 4, Wilbraham 


844-LUSO-FCU | www.lusofederal.com 


NMLS# 255907 





=a tian, 
LUSO 


federal 


CREDIT UNION 
p1971+ 2021 { 


2021 
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B A COMMUNITY GALLERY 
YAW 1) 


Readers are encouraged to send in td A 


medium to high resolution photos 
for this page by e-mail to elinscott@ 
turley.com or mail to TIMES, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069. 
Please note that if you send us 
a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 
background. Examples: 
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain. 
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Janice Knittle, getting her COVID-19 
vaccination shot last Thursday from Adele 
Paulin, R.N. Knittle was one of 80 individuals 
who received the vaccine at the Wilbraham 
Senior Center last week, along with 20 home- 
bound individuals who received the shot. 
Photo by David Miles. 
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Bill Wells running with 13 others for the 26.2- 
mile marathon on Saturday, March 6, when the 
temperature was just 20 degrees. Photo by David Miles. 
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On Thursday, Feb. 18, State Representative Brian Ashe (D-Longmeadow) assis 
Center at 1655 Boston Post Road in Springfield, with distributing coats to strt 
“This campaign is such an important part of supporting our veterans,” Ashe s 
tremendous job organizing and spreading the word. | am honored and proud ' 
so much, have access to needed clothing. | would like to thank Kenny Melan: 
many volunteer veterans for continuing this important annual event.” Pictures 


THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YO 


Western Mass | 
CHIROPRACTIC silane 


Sprinofie' 
MICHAEL NICARETTA, DC (413) 
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Community Bulletin Board 


Send us in 
your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 
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4 We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 
please keep it to less than 50 words. 
Please send to elinscott@turley.com 
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Dave Sanders captured footage with a Ring 
camera of what appear to be bobcats walking 
around his Wilbraham property. 

Courtesy of Dave Sanders. 


iggling Veterans to help them stay warm through the winter months. 
said. “The Massachusetts Military Support Foundation has done a 

to help in any way possible to ensure our Veterans, who have sacrificed 
son, the Mass. Military Support Foundation, Ocean State Job Lot and the 
1 left to right: Rep. Ashe, Kenny Melanson, Rep. Duffy. 





e Dedicated to caring for patients for over 30 years 
ial Hwy, Suite 211 e Formerly with Riverbend Medical Group 


id. MA 01118 e Accepting new patients 
264-0700 e Most insurance plans accepted 
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Steps for Stawasz: Fundraising 
walk in remembrance of WNE 
University’s Dave Stawasz 


SPRINGFIELD —-— _ Western 
New England University facul- 
ty, colleagues, family members, 
and students are invited to partic- 
ipate in a commemorative event 
in memory of Assistant Vice 
President of Marketing Commu- 
nications Dave Stawasz, 51, who 
peacefully passed away on Jan. 
28 surrounded by his family after 
a courageous two-year battle with 
Stage IV colorectal cancer. 

Dave was a graduate of South 
Hadley High School and Syracuse 
University. His early career was 
as a news producer at WWLP and 
then later at WFSB. He joined the 
University in 2004, where he most 
recently acted as the Assistant Vice 
President for Marketing Commu- 
nications at the University. 

“During his cancer battle, Dave 
taught us so much about cour- 
age, perseverance, and love, all 
of which were pinnacles of who 
Dave was,” said Vice President for 
Enrollment Management and Mar- 
keting Bryan Gross. “As a beloved 
member of our University family, 
we want to honor his distinguished 
memory as well as support his 
wife and daughters, who meant 
everything to him.” 

Dave was a loving family man 
and committed husband to his wife 
of 25 years, Lisa, and the proud 
father of his two daughters, Paige 













and Kristen. Both of his daughters 
are currently enrolled as under- 
graduate students at colleges in the 
New England region and there was 
nothing that Dave valued more 
than being a part of their small and 
large life milestones. 

Steps for Stawasz is a virtual 
walk taking place throughout the 
month of April in honor of Dave. 
Participants will log as many vir- 
tual steps as they can during the 
month by either walking or run- 
ning while collecting donations 
along the way through friends and 
family sponsorships. By signing 
up, participants will receive a link 
to share on social media. From 
there, participants can create a per- 
sonal giving page to collect dona- 
tions and update progress. Details 
and instructions can be found at 
https://runsignup.com/Race/MA/ 
Springfield/Stawasz. 

Interested individuals can also 
make a direct donation on the web- 
site without participating in the 
walk. All proceeds will go directly 
to the Stawasz family. 

In true Golden Bear spirit, 
Dave’s friends from the Western 
New England University Enroll- 
ment Management and Marketing 
Division invite everyone to partic- 
ipate. For more information, email 
stepsforstawasz @ gmail.com. 
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured 


2021-Time to organize your closet! 
A custom closet system is the 








necessity that will also be a luxury. 
We work with you to design and 
build the perfect closet system to 

match your needs, style and home. 


KITCHEN 


encounters, Inc. 


Custom built in Wilbraham. Come see our showroom. 


15 Railroad Avenue, Wilbraham ¢ 413-596-6535 
www.kitchen-encounters.com 
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Mac Jeans Reg. $250 - Now: $100 
Andrea Lieu Tops Reg. $400 - Now: $150 


Elliott Lauren Slacks Reg. $200 - Now: $100 


Leather Belts Reg. $400 - Now: $100 


To provide you with a safe & comfortable experience, 


we are open by appointment only. 
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Wilbraham & Monson Academy 
announces revival of hockey program 


WILBRAHAM - After a 19-year hiatus, ice 
hockey is returning to Wilbraham & Monson 
Academy. 

Beginning the winter of the 2021-2022 ac- 
ademic year, hockey at the club level will be 
added to the robust afternoon program at the 
Academy. 

The program will begin with boys and girls 
playing at the club level, with the plan to build 
to high-level boys and girls varsity teams in the 
near future. The team will participate six days a 
week, like other WMA sports, and will include 
five days on the ice each week. Other days will 
consist of dryland training, utilizing WMA’s 
significant fitness facilities. 

Spearheaded by Head of School Brian P. 
Easler, as well as alumni Barry Maloney ‘85 
and four-time Stanley Cup champion Bill Guer- 
in ‘89, and three-time Olympic medalist Kacey 
Bellamy, an exploratory committee including 
current parents, was assembled to consider the 
idea of reviving the popular program. 


“Hockey has been a part of the WMA histo- 
ry, and we look forward to it being part of the 
school’s future, for both girls and boys,” Easler 
said. “We have students who attend WMA and 
play for outside teams, and we are excited for 
them to have the opportunity to play for their 
school and help us build a competitive program 
we can all be proud of and which can serve the 
greater Springfield hockey community.” 

Though a coach has yet to be named, enthu- 
siasm within the network of current and former 
hockey players in the Academy’s student body 
and alumni communities, along with the oppor- 
tunity to build a prep school program from the 
ground up, will no doubt be a draw for coaching 
candidates and, ultimately, the best coach for 
the WMA program. Interested applicants may 
submit their materials to hockey@wma.us; the 
deadline is Monday, March 15, 2021. 

To learn more about WMA hockey and the 
Academy’s other programming, visit www. 
wma.us/hockey or www.wma.us. 


Scholarship applications available for 
Hampden and Wilbraham graduating seniors 


MONSON —- The 2021 Monson Savings 
Bank Scholarship application is now available 
to graduating high school seniors in Hampden 
and Wilbraham. Applications are available at 
the Hampden Branch office at 15 Somers Rd., 
Hampden, and the Wilbraham Branch office at 
100 Post Office Park, Wilbraham. 

The purpose of the Monson Savings Bank 
Scholarship is to promote the attainment of 
higher education for graduating seniors who re- 
side within the Bank’s footprint. Three $2,000 


TREE 


Tree Trimming and Removal 
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding 
Crane Service « Sawmill Service 


Firewood Delivery 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted - 100% Financing Available 


162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010 
508-641-5249 ¢ office@robinsontreeservice.net 
www.robinsontreeservice.net 


MAIN STREET 
TAVERN 


“Exactly what a Main Street 
Tavern should be” 
16 DRAFT LINES 
Original Cocktails 
10 TVs © Touch Tunes Juke Box 


Homemade Pasta 
Handcrafted Burgers 
Hand-Cut Fries & Chips 


GREAT ATMOSPHERE 
GREAT FOOD! 
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scholarships will be awarded to graduating se- 
niors in Hampden or Wilbraham. 

Graduating seniors must be planning to at- 
tend an accredited college, technical school or 
certification program. Scholarship awards will 
be based on the applicant’s financial need, aca- 
demic performance, and extracurricular activi- 
ties that you have participated in during school 
and after school, work experience, music/arts 
and/or sports programs. 

Monson Savings Bank is proud to be an 
integral part of its greater 
community. As such, the 
candidate for this scholar- 
ship should have demon- 
strated a commitment to 
his/her community. Please 
include an essay outlining 
that service and the impact 
you achieved through your 
contribution. 

The deadline for appli- 
cation acceptance 1s April 5. 

The completed applica- 
tion and required supporting 
documents will be accept- 
ed by mail or electronical- 
ly. If you have any ques- 
tions please contact Donna 
Easton-Vicalvi at (413) 725- 
4560 or at dvicalvi@mon- 
sonsavings.com. 


wine 





Wednesday, March 17 


ST. PATRICK'S DAY 
ALL DAY PARTY 


Open at 12:00 pm 


Corned Beef Dinner 
& Reuben Specials 


Drink & Beer Specials 


JOE MACEY 
Friday, March 12th 


Saturday, April 3 
Saturday, May 1 


218 Main Street, Monson ¢ 413-893-9078 


www.218mainstreettavern.com ci 
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RETIREMENT from page 1 


March 3 pertained to approxi- 
mately $234,000 that was spent 
on 119 invoices for services nev- 
er rendered, reviewed or docu- 
mented. In response, Theroux 
said, “This is an issue with our 
website,’ and that the scenario 
represents “the reasons that we 
do have an audit.” 

Board member Laurel 
Placzek expressed her desire to 
discover the source of the suspi- 
C10US INVOICES. 

“One of the things we need 
to look to see is if in any of the 
invoices [PERAC] is referring 
to, if we did have a contract. 
And if there was a conflict, then, 
obviously, an error was made 
in making these payments, and 
that error we are attempting to 
correct as soon as possible,” 
said Placzek. 


Bank service charges 

Moving on, the board dis- 
cussed a series of bank ser- 
vice charges that amounted to 
$87,229. Bob Markel, Hamp- 
den’s town administrator, ques- 
tioned why the board would 
elect to do service with a bank 
that charges fees. 

“Why would the board 
switch to a bank that applies ser- 
vice charges when you have so 
much money on deposit? I don’t 
understand that, and the person 
who sent that in does not un- 
derstand it,’ said Markel, read- 
ing aloud a question submitted 
by an official in a neighboring 
Hampden County community. 

Several board members ex- 
plained that the financial insti- 
tution which the board has long 
done business with merged with 
Bank of America, resulting in 
the switch to a bank that charged 
services fees. 

Placzek said that the board is 
now banking with PeoplesBank 
and no longer pays service fees. 


Attorneys on the payroll 

In violation of state statutes, 
the board two made two attor- 
neys members of its system, 
paying them a total of $179,266 
in legal fees and $448,210 in 
premiums over the course of 
the audit. Most communities 
use employee money to pay 
50% of premiums, but munici- 
pal employees’ funds were used 
to cover 90% of the retirement 
board’s attorney fees during the 
audit. 

Referring to the attorneys 
who entered the system, Markel 
asked if either individual had 
ever mentioned that it’s ille- 
gal for such action to be taken. 
Theroux responded that the 
board was simply attempting to 
save money and avoid conflicts 
of interest by employing two 
individuals on a part-time basis. 

Bartley added that, for 30 
years, it was part of the board’s 
standard operating procedure to 
have its attorneys enter the sys- 
tem. She was surprised to learn 


BOTTONE 


that such action was illegal. 

“TI, in particular, was not 
aware of the provisions of Chap- 
ter 34.B when it was enacted in 
1998. I, at that time, was not 
the director of the system,” said 
Bartley. “This audit has, obvi- 
ously, brought to our attention 
that we were in violation of that 
provision of that law. As recom- 
mended by the board, we have 
stopped treating the attorneys as 
employees.” 

Currently, neither attorney is 
employed by the board. Bartley 
said that the board will soon cre- 
ate a new request for proposal 
for legal services and again ac- 
knowledged the mistake. 

“{The attorneys] were not 
aware of this provision of the 
law, nor was I,” said Bartley. 


Travel expenses 

The fourth discussion point 
during the March 3 phone call 
touched upon unexplained trav- 
el expenses. For instance, Ther- 
oux allotted a total of $1,825 for 
travel expenses for four busi- 
ness-related trips to Cape Cod. 

The only problem was that 
Theroux spent each trip in his 
own condo. Allegedly, neigh- 
boring residents would sign 
documents, claiming to verify 
that Theroux paid to stay at their 
residences; Theroux was subse- 
quently reimbursed. 

When confronted about hav- 
ing committed possible fraud, 
Theroux declined to comment 
but did note that he repaid the 
$1,825 following the audit’s re- 
lease. 

“T would like to comment 
further to clear up this issue, but, 
unfortunately, at this point I can- 
not,” said Theroux, adding that 
the invoices were less than “any 
other lodging that was possibly 
available.” 

Separately, several board 
members received a total of 
$7,983 from an investment firm 
to cover travel ex- 
penses to a confer- 
ence. The board did 


formed that a viola- 
tion occurred. 

“Yes it was a vi- 
olation, but it was 
not done malicious- 
ly; it was an over- 
sight. We have now 
made the payment,” 
said Bartley. 

Markel = ques- 
tioned how the vet- 
eran board mem- 
bers were unaware 
of state law. 

“Ts it not com- 
mon knowledge 
amongst municipal 
employees and of- 
ficials, reinforced 
every year by a 
requirement from 
the Ethics Com- 
mission, that no 
one can accept a 
gratuity of any kind 
above $50? Was 


not reimburse the : | : A ; 
firm until it was in- lNicoles / andscaping ne 
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the board not aware of that and 
did the attorneys not advise the 
board that accepting was a di- 
rect violation of state statute?” 
Markel asked. 


Social Security 

The audit went on to report 
that multiple board members 
earned thousands of dollars in 
Social Security despite a state 
statute that prohibits public em- 
ployees from collecting social 
security. 

“Every employee in_ the 
Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts knows that we are not a So- 
cial Security state,” said Markel. 
“It is more than astonishing 
that veteran municipal officials 
would not understand that. Sec- 
ondly, if there was a question, 
consult the attorney, and then 
be told it is not legal to take out 
Social Security; you are a public 
employee in Massachusetts.” 

Bartley again claimed that 
the action was the result of an 
oversight. She noted that the 
three members who received 
Social Security had been acting, 
contributing members of the 
system and subsequently retired. 

“T wasn’t aware that they 
could be treated as retired annu- 
itants of the system and, there- 
fore we would not have to set 
up a separate retirement account 
for them,” said Bartley. “Since I 
have been informed that this was 
incorrect, I have subsequently 
sent a letter to Social Security 
to ask that the employer share 
of the $4,800 be returned to the 
board because it was taken out 
in error.” 


Salary increases and 
unexplained overtime 
The audit reported a number 
of “unapproved” salary increas- 
es for Theroux that exceeded the 
maximum permitted annual sti- 
pend of $4,500. Despite having 
a vote and being chairman and 


¢ Patios * Plantings * Walkways * Mulching 


NICOLE DACAMPO 


781-640-1602 


nicoleslandscapingllc@gmail.com 


Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas? 
Let us know 
how we're 
doing. 





treasurer for the board, Theroux 
adamantly expressed his belief 
that this was permissible be- 
cause he is “not a board mem- 
ber,” although he rescinded the 
belief near the end of the meet- 
ing without acknowledging the 
stipend. 

Additionally, the audit also 
identified that documents con- 
taining overtime information 
only listed staff names and sal- 
aries without indicating hourly 
wages or how many hours were 
worked. 

Again, the board chalked its 
mistake up to an oversight, one 
that resulted from a system-wide 
election. Overtime was needed 
to ensure that the election met 
mandated deadlines. 

“The cost for running that 
election is well over $10,000, 
and it is not anything that the 
board nor I can anticipate due 
to the fact that an individual can 
choose to run and pick up nomi- 
nation papers that are not due to 
the system until October, which 
is well after the budget is com- 
plete for that fiscal year,’ said 
Bartley. 

Moving forward, Bartley 
promised that the board will 
make hourly wages and amounts 
of overtime incurred more visi- 
ble on the front of its yearly war- 
rant. 


Monthly financials 

The PERAC audit also not- 
ed that the board exceeded its 
FY2017 budget by 6.5% or 
$60,507. The board again blamed 
a system-wide election for the 
occurrence, as well as other fac- 
tors. Bartley explained that the 
board exceeded the 2017 budget 
partially due to the “retirement 
of a longtime staff member, who 
by contract, needed to be paid a 
buy-out, one time only of ben- 
efits she accrued and were pay- 
able to 
her upon 
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notice of her retirement.” 


Aftermath 

Following the discussion on 
March 3, officials on the confer- 
ence call voiced their collective 
displeasure. Even if the board 
acted non-maliciously, Daven- 
port questioned if the members 
could ever be trusted again. 

“Given how many times 
we ve heard today that the chair- 
man and director were unaware 
and didn’t know the law or 
wasn’t sure or had no idea about 
certain things, do you have con- 
fidence that they can go forward 
and run this administration?” 
said Davenport, to which all five 
board members expressed that 
they should maintain their posi- 
tions. 

Theroux responded, catego- 
rizing the audit as being “dis- 
turbing.” 

He promised to take action 
to ensure similar events do not 
unfold. However, he largely de- 
flected blame, noting that the 
board’s portfolio had risen to 
$456,000,402, as of December 
of 2020, with an average return 
rate of 8.8%. 

“T am more than proud of 
doubling this board’s assets over 
the past 10 years,” said Theroux. 

The board noted that it has six 
months to offer further explana- 
tions for the misappropriation of 
funds, as PERAC will follow up 
in August or September. Anoth- 
er conference call could occur as 
early as next month. 

“We have been working on 
this daily to get the answers out 
given the gravity of this audit. 
We will continue to do that,’ 
said Theroux. 

Whether or not Theroux and 
his colleagues will hold onto 
their positions remains to be 
seen. 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration © Flat Roofing 
Snow Removal 
Snow/Ice Damage Repair 


Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


ADVERTISING SALES 


Do you want to work in your community helping local 
businesses connect with their customers? 
Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 


which tells the unique stories of our communities? 
If so, then join our team! 
Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing, 
energetic person interested in selling advertising 
for our community newspapers. 


The right candidate will assume an established 
territory that includes Palmer, Monson, and Ludlow. 


You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. Basic 
computer skills are required. Previous print sales 
experience is preferred but we will train the right 


Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 
Call or contact us via email 
elinscott@turley.com. 
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candidate. Turley Publications, a locally owned 
family business, offers a competitive commission 
structure, 401k, and health plan. 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 


200 CENTER STREET * LUDLOW, MA 
“WE WORK FOR THE BUYER!” 
413-589-9191 
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Send resume and cover letter to: 
24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413.283.8393 
www.turley.com 
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wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com 
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Jamie Joslyn 
24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Email: jamie@turley.com 





A Turley Publications, Inc. Community Newspaper 
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B PUBLIC NOTICES 


LEGAL NOTICE 
Town of Wilbraham 
CORRECTED NOTICE 

The Wilbraham 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, March 22, 2021 at 
5:05 PM on the Notice of 
Intent filed by Patel 
Rakeshkumar under the 
Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act and the 
Wilbraham Wetlands By-Law 
for the proposed construction 
of a single family home, well, 
private sanitary sewage dis- 
posal system, paved driveway, 
and associated grading. 
Portions of the proposed work 
fall within the buffer zone to 
wetland resource areas on the 
property located at 555V 
Ridge Road. Due to the ongo- 
ing Covid-19 public health 
emergency the Town Office 
Building remains closed to the 
public and this public meeting 
will be conducted exclusively 
via remote participation. The 
instructions to remotely join 
and participate in the public 
meeting will be on the agenda 
that will be posted on the town 
website on or before March 4, 
2021.Further information 
relating to this application is 
on file with the Commission. 

Christopher Brown, 
Chairman 
03/11/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
Hampden- Wilbraham 
Regional School District 
Public Hearing 
Proposed FY2022 Budget 

The Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School Committee 
announces the public hearing 
on the proposed regional bud- 
get for FY2022 is scheduled 
for Thursday, March 18, 
2021, 6:00 p.m., Minnechaug 
Regional High School IRC, 
621 Main St., Wilbraham, 























MA and via Zoom: https:// 
hwrsd-org.zoom. 
us/j/83527350440 For addi- 
tional information, visit 
https://www.hwrsd.org/apps/ 
news/information. 
03/11/2021 


Town of Hampden 
Notice of Public Hearing 

The Hampden Planning 
Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
March 24, 2021, at 6 PM in 
the Town House, 625 Main 
Street, Hampden, MA, on the 
application of Hampden 
Landfill Solar LLC for a 
Special Permit under Section 
6.0, Section 7.16, and Section 
10 of the Hampden Zoning 
Bylaw for site improvements 
to construct, own, and operate 
a + 5.465 MW (DC) solar 
photovoltaic array and battery 
storage distributed energy 
generation project at Cross 
Road (Parcels 19-85-00 and 
19-86-0). Information related 
to this application is on file in 
the Town Clerk’s Office and 
is available for review by the 
public during normal business 
hours. The public may 
remotely join and participate 
in the public hearing using 
Zoom video conferencing 
technology. The link to the 
Zoom meeting will be posted 
on the Town website with 
supporting documentation on 
or about March 17th. 

For the Board, 
Judge Robert Howarth, Chair, 

Hampden Planning Board. 
03/04, 03/11/2021 


LEGAL 
RECORDS TO BE 
DESTROYED 

Hampden- Wilbraham 
Regional School District 
Office of Student Services 
will be destroying records for 


WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS’ 


FEATURING LOCAL COUPLES 
Engagement & Wedding Announcements 


special education students 
which are outdated. If you 
received special education 
services and your birth date 
is between January 1, 1996 
and December 31, 1996, you 
may request to obtain these 
records. If you are interested 
in obtaining your file, please 
call 566-8950 ext. 11, to 
schedule an appointment to 
pick up your file. Outdated 
records will be destroyed on 
April 30, 2021. 

3/11/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0372EA 
Kstate of: Elaine S Robbins 
Date of Death: 01/26/2021 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by: Patricia E Swales 
of Springfield, MA and Lori 
J Robbins of Monson, MA 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Patricia E Swales of 
Springfield, MA and Lori J 
Robbins of Monson, MA be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu- 
pervised administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 


MOST COMPLETE 
BRIDAL RESOURCE 


DISTINCT CENTRAL & 
WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS 
WEDDING SPECIALISTS 
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March 17th 


CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE SPRING BRIDAL GUIDE 
413.283.8393 
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obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 
03/31/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
Affidavit of Objections with- 
in thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 





ORGANIZERS ¢ QUICK FIXES 


Call Today To Advertise In The Spring 
413.283.8393 


PAINT ¢ WALLPAPER * CROWN MOULDING 
REMODELS * MAKEOVERS ¢ FURNITURE ¢ APPLIANCES 
HEATING ¢ COOLING ¢ PLUMBING e ELECTRICAL ._ 
PELLET STOVES ¢ FIREPLACES ¢ REPAIRS , | 
MAINTENANCE ¢ CURTAINS ¢ BLINDS © ey > ’ 
UPHOLSTERY » CARPET « HARDWOOD FLOORS ~ to 
TILINGe LAMINATE ¢ DECKS e PATIOS * GARDENS ny. 
SPAS ¢ LIGHTING ¢ TREES « FLOWERS ¢ BUSHES 

ACCENT PLANTS ¢ SEASONAL DECOR ¢ GRILLS — 
FIREPITS « OUTDOOR SPACES ¢ FURNITURE 


~*~ HANDYMAN e MAID SERVICES ¢ CARPENTERS . 
INSECT CONTROL ¢ EFFICIENCY EXPERTS 


to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: March 03, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
03/11/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 

Town of Wilbraham 

The Wilbraham 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public meeting on 
Monday, March 22, 2021 at 
5:00 PM on the Request for 
Determination of 
Applicability filed by the 
Wilbraham Public Library 
under the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act and 
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the Wilbraham Wetlands 
Bylaw to determine whether 
the work and area depicted 
on plans that includes the 
construction of a Storybook 
Walking Path and invasive 
plant species removal is sub- 
ject to the Wilbraham 
Wetland Bylaw and the 
Wetlands Protection Act. The 
property is located at 25 
Crane Park Drive. 
Information relating to this 
application is on file with the 
Conservation Commission. 
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 
public health emergency the 
Town Office Building 
remains closed to the public 
and this public meeting will 
be conducted exclusively via 
remote participation. The 
instructions to remotely join 
and participate in the public 
meeting will be on the agen- 
da that will be posted on the 
town website on or before 
March 18, 2021. 
Christopher Brown, 
Chairman 
03/11/2021 


siclule|mia 
eis|alelrieta 


APRIL 2021 
A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO 


WHATEVER YOUR SPECIALTY, YOUR AD WILL 
REACH ALMOST 100,000 HOUSEHOLDS 













Home Supplement 


ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS MARCH 17 








March 11, 2021 





A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


= sports@turley.com 


Tyler 
Genovese 
works away 
from the side 
of the ice. 





Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
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SPORT 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


Joseph Haluch takes a pass and 
moves up the ice. 
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Samuel Raco reaches out to 
chase a puck down. 


Terzi hits 100 in 
Chaug’s short season 


WILBRAHAM -—_ The 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School ice hockey team has 
been in the thick of the Ber- 
ry Division and the Division 
3 playoffs the past few years. 
The Falcons only saw divi- 
sional competition in the ab- 
breviated season, going 6-3-2 
in 2021, including four games 


against East Longmeadow 
where the Falcons went 3-0-1. 
In one of the wins over East 
Longmeadow, senior Dominic 
Terzi scored his 100° career 
point for the Falcons, a major 
milestone in the sport and one 
of the few to achieve it this 
year due to the abbreviated 
season. 
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Derek Grout wrists a shot 
toward the goal. 





Michael Moriarty clears the puck 
out of the defensive end. 





Football season ready 
to get underway 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION - For the first time 
ever, it will be football season in 
March and April, and teams will 
be playing into the warm instead 
of playing into the cold. 

Rivalries will be renewed and 
the many games local fans love 
to see will take place over the 
next two months over the course 
of a six-week modified schedule. 

While football was not 
played on Thanksgiving, some 
of the weather teams will play 
in during the first few weeks 
will feel like Thanksgiving. And 
some of the classic thanksgiving 
matchups will take place, includ- 
ing Agawam versus West Spring- 
field, Chicopee versus Chicopee 
Comprehensive, and East Long- 
meadow versus Longmeadow. 

Another big matchup sched- 
uled between smaller schools 1s 
a classic rivalry between Palmer 
and Ware. That game is usually 
the culmination of the Tri-Coun- 
ty League schedule for both 
teams in the fall, but will be a 
great way for the two teams to 
renew acquaintances since no 
football was played last fall. 

Minnechaug will have a full 
slate of games. Minnechaug has 
been a strong team in Division 
3 the past few years, playing 
twice in the finals in recent years 


against powerful Central High 
School. They will also meet sev- 
eral other rivals, like Longmead- 
ow and East Longmeadow. 

Another team that is normal- 
ly part of the powerful AA Con- 
ference is Holyoke High School. 
Holyoke will renew acquain- 
tances with both Minnechaug 
and Agawam during the abbrevi- 
ated football season. 

The football season is espe- 
cially significant for Holyoke 
because the Knights as a school, 
will be participating in an athlet- 
ic conference for the first time 
since Oct. 21, when the fall sea- 
son was cut short in the city be- 
cause Holyoke entered its third 
straight week of being in the red, 
high-risk for COVID-19 spread 
category. At that point, Holyoke 
officials stopped playing off all 
sports, cancelling the remain- 
der of the fall season. Holyoke 
remained in the red category 
due to the second surge for four 
months, and officials cancelled 
the winter season while other 
schools in the red chose to par- 
ticipate in the basketball, hockey, 
and swimming season. 

Holyoke finally went into 
the yellow two weeks ago, and 
green-lighted the Fall 2 season, 
allowing football, girls volley- 
ball, unified basketball, and 


Please see FOOTBALL, page 16 


McDermott balancing variety of 
roles in 2021 


SEEKONK — Whether it’s 
been as a crew chief, spotter, 
driver, mechanic or in anoth- 
er role, Cam McDermott has 
built quite the resume in short- 
track racing. He started his ca- 
reer driving in quarter midgets, 
quickly moved to the Thomp- 
son Speedway Modified divi- 
sion, where he won the cham- 
pionship -- and from there, his 
career has blossomed in a vari- 
ety of different directions. 

For 2021, McDermott is go- 
ing to be quite the busy guy once 
again -- but his preparations for 
the season includes getting the 
No. 8 Maybury Material Han- 
dling machine ready for compe- 
tition in the six Tri Track Open 
Modified Series events. McDer- 
mott will be behind the wheel 
of the family-owned machine 
to join a talent-filled group of 
competitors on the Tri Track 
circuit. 

“We’re mainly going to fo- 
cus on the Tri Track stuff this 
year, transitioning into that after 
focusing on the Stafford Motor 
Speedway Open Modified races 
the last few years,’ McDermott 
said. “The competition with Tri 
Track is always great. I want 
to go out there and compete 
against the best -- I love doing 
that. On the ownership side of 
Tri Track, with what Wayne 
(Darling) and Ed (Bennett) are 





Submitted photo 


Cam McDermott serves a lot of roles on his racing team. 


doing, it’s good for the racers 
and the teams.” 

Outside of driving, McDer- 
mott will be working as crew 
chief for Eddie Harvey Racing 
on the NASCAR Whelen Mod- 
ified Tour, with his close friend 
Woody Pitkat, driving. McDer- 
mott is ready to tackle that role 
after more than a decade work- 
ing with the legendary Pas- 
teryak family, where he recent- 
ly was the crew chief for Chris 
Pasteryak. Back when McDer- 
mott was winning races and a 
championship in the Thompson 
Modifieds, McDermott was 
connected with the Pasteryak 
family, started helping Carl on 


his car, and from there, became 
a major part of the operation. 
During the last decade, he says 
he completed just about ev- 
ery job there is on a Modified 
race team, minus maybe being 
the jackman or gasman on a pit 
stop. He also has experience 
working with Woody Pitkat in 
Pitkat’s championship run at 
Stafford Motor Speedway, and 
when Pitkat was competing for 
Buzz Chew Racing on the NA- 
SCAR Whelen Modified Tour 
as a spotter. 

McDermott’s driving expe- 
rience also includes competing 


Please see RACING, page 16 
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NECBL to bring in video technology 
to league venues 


NORTH ADAMS — The New 
England Collegiate Baseball League 
has agreed to a partnership with 
Synergy Sports to implement the 
company’s innovative video tech- 
nology into each of the league’s 
ballparks, in addition to adding 
TrackMan technology to its venues. 
The two globally renowned products 
represent the league’s grand vision 
to enhance the preparation and de- 
velopment for each player in every 
NECBL organization and to pro- 
vide Major League Baseball (MLB) 
scouting departments with more ac- 
cess to player data than ever before. 

As part of the agreement, each 
NECBL organization will install a 
six-camera Synergy Sports setup in 
their venues to record and log all 
game action, assisting coaches and 
student-athletes with game prepara- 
tion and post-game review. The part- 
nership also provides a teaching tool 


to allow coaches to work with stu- 
dent-athletes to develop their skills 
through detailed analysis of practic- 
es and games. 

NECBL coaching staffs will ben- 
efit from the efficiency of the Syner- 
gy Sports system, with teams receiv- 
ing fully tagged footage of games 
delivered directly into an online 
platform for detailed analysis. Play- 
ers will be better equipped to scout 
and prepare for their opponents, 
while also being able to analyze and 
breakdown their own highlights. 
All 30 MLB scouting departments 
across the league have already come 
to rely Synergy’s elite scouting vid- 
eo services, and now will be able to 
view every pitch from every NECBL 
game directly into their draft rooms. 

Synergy Sports has built its 
success on proprietary technology 
which links meaningful sports data 
and video clips to create visual sta- 


tistics and analytics about players, 
teams and games. Patented “1-Click 
Video” links every stat to the sup- 
porting video, resulting in automat- 
ically generated edits that once took 
coaches hours to create. Infinite 
sorting and filtering of statistics and 
video clips in real time gives coach- 
es endless opportunities to discover 
the answers to important questions 
as they formulate winning strategies. 
TrackMan Baseball is used for 
player evaluation and development 
by all major league and minor league 
teams in the United States, some of 
the top NCAA programs and by a 
majority of teams in Japan and Ko- 
rea. The industry-leading technol- 
ogy captures the most comprehen- 
sive and accurate ball tracking data 
during the game or at practice and is 
redefining the language of baseball. 


Sign-ups now available for 
2021 Relics softball 


LUDLOW — The Western Mass Relics has opened 
registration for the 2021 Senior Softball Season. The Sil- 
ver Division (age 50 to 64) has filled 36 of the 112 spots 
and the Gold Division (65-and-up) has filled 32 of the 
96 spots. The registrations are accepted on a first come 
first serve basis. All our games are played at the Fish & 
Game in Ludlow. For further information or to register 


go to http://www.westernmassrelics.org. 
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Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry 








Quartz & Granite Countertops 


Complete Installation & Remodeling 
FREE Design, In-Home Measuring 





KITCHEN 


encounters, Inc. 


& Estimates 


Custom Built Commercial 


Cabinetry & Installation 


15 Railroad Avenue, Wilbraham ¢ 413-596-6535 
www.kitchen-encounters.com 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $$$ 





PORK SHOULDER 
PICNIC asersresrsrsnensrsee OD 


ASSORTED 
PORK CHOPSvmmmmne? Bo 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 


CENTER CUT PORKLOIN 


CHOPS or ROAST aun? B92 


SLICED IN OUR DELI , 


COOKED CORNED BEEF 
LENTEN SPEGIALS 


USDA INSP FROZEN 


\TILAPIA FIL(ETS ma 39 
USDA INSP FROZEN ny” 


KING FISH CUT Upmns42 


USDA INSP FROZEN 


BREADED SHRIMP... $442 


$444 ¢ 
lb 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH 


POINT CUT 
CORNED BEEF 


2° 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH 


“FLAT CUT or 
WHOLE DELI TRIMMED 
CORNED BEEF 


$393 


USDA INSP. 


FRESH BONE-IN 
BEEF CHUCK 
STEAKS or ROAST 


$399 

lb 
SALE DATES: 

3/11/21 - 3/17/21 


Hampshire association 
seeking umpires 


REGION — The Hampshire Franklin Baseball 
Umpire Association (HFBUA) is planning to conduct 
classes for the 2021 baseball season following all rec- 
ommended COVID-19 protocols including the pos- 
sibility of on-line instruction. The association covers 
umpiring of scholastic baseball for all of Hampshire 
and Franklin county schools registered under MIAA 
and several other baseball leagues in the area. If you 
are interested in umpiring baseball or obtaining fur- 
ther information regarding the upcoming classes 
please contact Roger Booth - Secretary/Treasurer of 
the HFBUA via email at quilthunter@comcast.net. 
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cheerleading to take place. The Knights are currently 
scheduled to play in the second week of the season, on 
March 26 against Minnechaug. The Knights are not 
currently scheduled for a Week | game. 

The rest of the schedules are on miaa.net for most 
teams. The football season is set to conclude at the 
end of April, so teams can move into the abbreviated 
spring season, which will go from early May to the 
very end of June. 

There will be no playoffs for the football season. 


CHECK OUT ALL THE 
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AVAL aabad K-yiAoleyen! 


USDA INSP. GROUND FRESH DAILY 


90% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 7 ts ex¢ssmmmm” 
BONELESS & SKINLESS 

CHICKEN BREAST mmayoucan 2 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


/ WHOLE 
CHICKENS ri evans OD ve 


USDA INSP. FROZEN HEAT & EAT 


FRENCH TOAST 
STICKS oo? ssn 


f 90 Meat Outlet & o sorinatie 


413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


Thurs. 8-6 ° Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 


BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION » SERVICE 
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in the Lite Modified division at Thompson, where he 
was the champion, and at Stafford Motor Speedway, 
where he competed in the SK Light Modifieds and 
their premier SK Modified division. 

And that’s just scratching the surface of his resume. 

“Tt just grew from the Thompson Modified days 
and it got better and better,’ McDermott said of his 
relationship with the Pasteryak family. “They are just a 
great family to be around. Between the Pasteryak fam- 
ily and my dad, I’ve learned everything I know about 
racing from them. The Pasteryak’s pay attention to 
every single detail. It’s such a great atmosphere to be 
able to learn from them and now transition it into my 
own car. I’ve been able to take everything I’ve learned 
and just put it into what’s best for me.” 

With experience with the Pasteryak family, and 
now some offseason time with Harvey preparing for 
the new season, McDermott feels 2021 might be his 
best ever behind the wheel. His driving resume speaks 
for itself, with multiple wins and championships, but 
he’s lacking something he’s trying hard to get: a win 
in a Tour-Type Modified. He hopes to end that drought 
with Tri Track this year. 

“It was definitely a learning curve jumping from 
the SK Modified to the Tour-Type Modified, I think the 
Tour-Type Modified really suits my style a lot better 
than the SK does,” McDermott said. “I’m not nearly as 
aggressive as everyone else to be dominant in the SK. 
Paying it out of your own pocket, it makes you defi- 
nitely consider everything. As a family-owned team 
with my parents, in-laws, and a few close friends and 
good sponsors helping us out, and all the experience I 
have in a variety of different roles, it should be a good 
year.” 

As most others, his goal is to come home with the 
car in one piece, have a solid run, and continue to build 
a notebook in hopes of visiting Victory Lane with Tri 
Track. But he knows the level of talent the Tri Track 
field will offer in 2021 -- ranging from former series 
champions to Whelen Modified Tour champions, race 
winners, rising stars and more, will be tough to com- 
pete with. His immediate goal is going to be to qualify 
for the races, then worry about the rest once the green 
flag drops. 

“T have a lot of experience coming from many dif- 
ferent directions. I wouldn’t say that I know everything 
-- no one does in racing,” McDermott said. “There’s 
always a learning curve for everyone with new stuff 
coming out, new technology... but driving-wise I feel 
like I’m almost there. A good year for me would be to 
make all of the races, first. There is so much competi- 
tion, and just qualifying is going to be difficult. If we 
can get into the races, then get some top-fives, I feel 
like that would be good. If you can get to the top-five, 
you can compete for wins.” 

Tri Track will visit three of New England’s historic 
race tracks -- Monadnock Speedway, Seekonk Speed- 
way and Star Speedway during the season -- and Mc- 
Dermott does have limited experience with all of them, 
driving previously in Tri Track races, where he does 
have top-10 finishes. 

“T’ve run all three tracks before and I like Star a lot, 
we always seem to be really competitive there,’ Mc- 
Dermott said. “We ran Seekonk at the Haunted Hun- 
dred in 2019 and we were competitive until the last 
lap, when we went through the infield in the middle of 
chaos in front of us. I like both of those tracks a lot. I 
still haven’t gotten my hands around Monadnock yet. 
The one time we went there we were fast, but broke 
a trailing-arm bracket, so we don’t really know how 
that day would have ended. My dad grew up at See- 
konk -- he ran Street Stocks there and I grew up in 
the grandstands there. I’m looking forward to running 
there again.” 

Without his parents, in-laws, a few close friends 
and sponsors like Maybury Material Handling, Doug- 
las Battery, Richard Green Insurance and McDermott 
Motorsports Services, McDermott wouldn’t be in the 
position he is now. The support from his wife -- Lau- 
ren -- who raced previously herself, has been a major 
player in his career. He’s hoping to balance his past ex- 
perience with his current roles and help himself grow 
as a driver en route to victory lane in 2021. 

“We’re going to enjoy it,’ McDermott said. “I was 
with the Pasteryak’s for all of the years and still ran my 
own team at the same time, so I think we will be good. 
I think you learn a lot about the cars and that helps 
you understand everything a lot better when you’re in 
a variety of roles like I have been in. I come from an 
engineering background and I think if you understand 
everything, the more you do the better you will be at 
everything.” 

“Just being able to get the opportunity to do what 
I do now is because of all of the people that have sup- 
ported me in my career. Everyone is always pushing 
me to be better. All of my experiences have been great 
and I look to continue on with it this year.” 

Registration for the 2021 Tri Track season is open, 
and teams can register at TriTrackModifieds.com/ 
team-info. Teams have the option to either sign-up for 
the whole season or just one single race. 
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This week in 
recreation 


Erin Carroll, Assistant Director 


WILBRAHAM -— Spring is almost 
here! The weather is getting warmer and 
registrations for Spring Sports are up 
and running. Not far behind our spring 
offerings will be registrations for our 
Spec Day Camp and many other sum- 
mer programs. We are all ready to get 
outside to enjoy the spring weather, see 
people safely and continue moving for- 
ward! 

I know we are all excited to be out- 
doors after a LONG winter and year but 
please understand that before we can 
use the fields, we first have to wait for 
the snow to melt, then the ground to un- 
freeze and dry out. Once that process is 
complete, our parks crew will check on 
the fields to make sure they are safe and 
playable. If you see signs stating that the 
fields are closed, please stay off of them 
to prevent setbacks. As soon as they are 
we will let our coaches and everyone 
know! 

If anyone age 16 and older is looking 
for a spring or summer job and looking 
to make a difference in the community, 
please visit the Town of Wilbraham’s 
website (www.wilbraham-ma.gov/Jobs. 
aspx) to see our current job openings. 
Our Seasonal Summer Employment op- 
portunities included Spring Baseball & 
Softball Umpires, Assistant Camp Di- 
rector, Camp Counselors, Junior Camp 
Counselors, Lifeguards, and Waterfront 
Director. If interested, print an applica- 
tion and drop it off to WPRD before the 
application deadline listed on the job 
postings. 

Notes: Spec Summer Day Camp reg- 
istrations will start on Tuesday, March 
16 and registration for our weekly sum- 
mer sport and specialty camp offerings 
will start in mid-April. Registration 
for Rec Baseball (Gr. K-8), Softball 
(Gr. 1-8), Girls Lacrosse (Gr. K-8) and 
Volleyball (Gr 3-8) are up and running. 
Registration for Tennis (Gr K-8), Track 
& Field (Gr K-8) will open within the 
next few weeks. Please visit Wilbraham- 
Rec.com for more details on all our pro- 
grams and to register. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 
How will my wife’s benefits affect my state pension? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: [I am 73 and receive a 
pension from my state’s Police and Fire 
Pension Fund. I took a full pension, so 
my wife only gets a widow’s pension 
when I die, and this is only a fraction 
of what my full pension. I also get a 
small Social Security benefit, about $95 
a month, and that amount is pro-rat- 
ed because of the amount of my state 
pension. My wife is 71 and receives a 
Social Security benefit of about $600 a 
month. When I die, can she get a por- 
tion of my Social Security benefit? And 
will it increase since she will not be 
getting my full state pension? Signed: 
Retired Public Servant 

Dear Retired: The state you live in 
is one of 26 which have opted for many 
state employees to not participate in the 
Federal Social Security program. As 
a result, your Social Security benefit, 
earned from work outside of your state 
employment, is reduced by your state 
pension. The details of your state pen- 
sion and what portion of that pension 
your wife will receive as your widow 
isn’t what affects your, or your wife’s 
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Litz added. 

Another area identified by the Parks 
and Recreation Commission was the 
land surrounding Memorial School, but 
selectmen chair Bob Russell said it’s 
“undetermined what’s going on at Me- 
morial School.” Selectwoman Carolyn 
Brennan added that the school building 
could need a lot of work and money to 
get everything up to code. 

Marc Atkin, who runs the Wilbra- 
ham Soccer Club and is also a member 
of the recreation commission, said the 
soccer board saw a potential recreation 
complex on the property as a “fantastic 


128 Main St. 
Monson, MA 
267-3495 


Social Security benefit amount. Rather, 
the base amount of your current state 
pension is what affects your benefit, 
due to a rule known as the Windfall 
Elimination Provision (WEP). 

WEP is why your Social Security 
benefit is only $95/month. WEP ap- 
plies to your personal Social Security 
retirement benefit, earned from work- 
ing outside of your state employment, 
and reduces your Social Security ben- 
efit due to your state pension, because 
neither you nor your state employer 
paid Social Security FICA taxes on 
your earnings. And since your person- 
al Social Security retirement benefit is 
reduced by WEP, your wife’s spousal 
benefit, not her widow’s benefit, from 
you would also be reduced, although 
from the numbers you shared your wife 
isn’t entitled to a spousal benefit. 

Your wife’s own Social Security 
retirement benefit from her own work 
record is not affected by WEP because 
WEP applies to your benefits only. 
And neither will your wife’s Social 
Security survivor benefit as your wid- 
ow be affected by your state pension, 
should you predecease her. If you die 
first, your wife will be eligible to col- 


project” for the community. 

“We look at the facility we have and 
there’s so much room to be able to do 
this,’ Atkin said. “For those of you that 
know the facility, behind the pavilion, 
there’s an area that’s overgrown right 
now. In my opinion, it wouldn’t be a lot 
to clear that out... we along with sev- 
eral others in town, fully support that.” 

There’s also an access road on the 
property, although it would need some 
work, Atkin said. 

The Wilbraham soccer complex is 
a town-owned facility, which the club 
leases from the town to utilize. 

Litz said over the last couple de- 
cades, people have continually asked 
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lect, as her survivor benefit, 100% of 
the amount you were entitled to before 
your WEP reduction, if that amount is 
greater than the Social Security benefit 
she is entitled to on her own work re- 
cord. And that would, again, be totally 
independent of whatever she receives 
from your state pension. In other words, 
your wife’s Social Security benefit, her 
own Social Security benefit or her sur- 
vivor benefit, will not be at all affected 
by your state pension. 

This article is intended for infor- 
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and interpreta- 
tions of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association. NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To submit 
a question, visit our website (amac- 
foundation.org/programs/social-securi- 
ty-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@ 
amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 


for more recreational spaces for adult 
sports, as well as a dog park and a year- 
round synthetic ice rink. Over the last 
several years, pickleball has grown in 
popularity too; some town residents 
said they travel to facilities in West- 
field, Agawam, Belchertown and other 
nearby communities to play, since Wil- 
braham doesn’t have pickleball courts. 

If funding is approved by the CPC 
and town meeting, Litz said he’d start 
by contracting a firm to put together a 
master plan, which would also be avail- 
able for the public to view and provide 
input on before plans were finalized. 
Litz estimated the recreation complex 
could cost about $500,000. 
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—_ Insurance Agengy, Inc.— 
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BUSINESS 
LIFE 


Now offering Pet Insurance & Home Warranty Program 


¢ Great Locations © Free registry service 
@ Quotes gladly given ¢ We make housecalls 


Please visit our website for an auto, 
homeowners, or life insurance quotes 
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GET TO KNOW 


RICHARD R. 
GREEN 
INSURANCE 


Owners name: 

Richard R. (Rick) Green 

Address: 32 Somers Road, Hampden 
and 128 Main St., Monson 

Phone: 413-566-0028 

and 413-267-3495 

Website: richardgreeninsurance.com 


Years in business: 16 years 

Why choose an independent 
agent? Buying insurance isn’t like 
buying bread or milk and don’t let a 
television commercial convince you 
otherwise. 

Captive and telephone representa- 
tives can only sell you one company 
and often the coverage they push is 
better for their bottom line and not your 
protection. 

Captive and telephone representa- 
tives tend to offer quotations which 
differ from the actual premium. 

Independent agents will guide you 
through the marketplace, thereby pro- 
viding you with the coverage and price 
that fit your specific needs. 

Independent agents are your friends 
and neighbors. 

We have a stake in our community. 





Two Locations: 


32 Somers Rd., 128 Main St. SX. 
Hampden, MA | Monson, MA  ( fipsiceen 
566-0028 267-3495 : 

Fax: 413-267-3496 


Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com 


www.richardgreeninsurance.com 


Email: richardgreenins @ gmail.com 
Hours: 

Monday-Friday 9 a.m. —5 p.m., 
Saturday by appointment 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


AA !"!!SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


Fast Free Removal of Junk Cars. His- 
torically highest cash paid for unwant- 
ed autos. (413) 783-3963 








WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 










AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2***xee*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


eds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ' ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES 
Carpentry, windows, doors, roofs, 
gutters, floors, quality painting. In- 
sured. References. Free Estimates. 
MA HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 


for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237- 
2250 Mark 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 





DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 





GRANBY 
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Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 






Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


BELCHERTOWN 


EASTHAMPTON 









EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BROOKFIELD 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


March 11, 2021 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 





LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CASH FOR 











, _| Add $10 for a second Zone JUNK 
P3450 ns §35.00 $38.50 "3600 or add $15 to run in AND REPAIRABLE 
ALL THREE ZONES. C } 7X R Ss 
Name; Phone eee? First ZONE base price Cy, luce pace een fee 
a Addasecond ZONE __*10.00 = CASH PAID AS IS 
Town: States Zip Adda third ZONE °5.00 “PTS Fe ae 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal 
Credit Card: L) MasterCard OVISA Jj Discover Ly Cash Ly Check# x Number of Weeks B and S li 9 
— UYINgG! seling: 

Card#: | a _ _ EXD: Date —_CVV _— TOTAL Enclosed ee y g) g 
Amount of charge: Date: Our | 


Classifieds 
Get Results! 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LES- 
SONS offered year round at our 
state of the art facility. Beginner to 
advanced. Ages 4 years to adult. 
Boarding, Sales and Leasing also 
available. Convenient location 
at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orion- 
farm.net 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARTE- 
SIAN WELL COMPANY Seeking 
Technician with mechanical ability. 
We will train. Benefits included. Send 
resume to joe@ct-valley-arte- 
sianwell.com 


IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!!! For 
Courier Drivers. With your own Min- 
ivan or SUV. Some heavy lifting. 
Please call (413)543-2019. Mon- 
day-Friday 9am-2pm. 


2021 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 


ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


AUTHONIZED 


IRS 
<Ei> 


PROVIDER 


Call For An 
Appointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to Irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 
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=\ Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 








Federal & All States 





FAST TAX USA 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Prepurers 





Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


SEEKING NEXT LEADER! Enlace 
de Familias, a grassroots non-profit in 
Holyoke that provides support and ad- 
vocacy, community mobilization, and 
training to empower families, is seek- 
ing its next Executive Director. Visit 
the Open Searches page at www. 
eostransitions.com for info. 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
Www.newspapers.turley.com 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 





Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Niz@) Tel: 413-289-0058 
= Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kifchentabletaxes.com 


Melchiori Tax and Financial Services 


LS te od *) o) 1 ag 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 © Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 


PUBLIC NOTICES 





Email all 
notices to 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 





TOWN OF GRANBY, CHIEF OF 
POLICE The Town of Granby seeks a 
community-oriented, qualified individu- 
al for the full-time position of Chief of 
Police. Appointed by the Selectboard 
and under the administrative oversight 
of the Town Administrator, the Chief of 
Police is the chief administrative officer 
of the Granby police department in a 
union/non-union working environment 
in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 
41, Section 97A serving as the final 
department authority in all matters of 
policy, operations and employee dis- 
cipline as well as short and long-term 
planning, administration, staffing, rules 
and regulations within the Department 
and for the enforcement of all laws and 
bylaws within the town of Granby’s le- 
gal jurisdiction as well as coordination 
with outside agencies/departments 
on law enforcement-related matters. 
Minimum education required is a bach- 
elor’s degree, with a master’s degree 
preferred, in criminal justice, public 
administration or related field and a 
minimum often years progressively 
responsible experience in the law en- 
forcement field with at least five years’ 
experience at a command or supervi- 
sory level, or equivalent combination 
of education, training and experience 
which provides the required knowl- 
edge, skills and abilities to perform the 
essential functions of the job. Salary 
to be negotiated but expected to be 
approximately $100,000 +/-. Excellent 
benefits package including paid vaca- 
tion time, sick time, personal time and 
enrollment in the Hampshire County 
Retirement System. Submit cover 
letter, resume and relevant certifica- 
tion(s) postmarked no later than April 
20, 2021 to Chief of Police Search, 
C/O Selectboard Office, 10-B W. State 
St, Granby, MA 01033 or electronically, 
time stamped no later than 12:00 p.m. 
April 20, 2021 to cmartin@ granby-ma. 
gov. 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM, AD- 
MINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/ 
DATA COLLECTOR Looking for a 
reliable Administrative Assistant/Data 
Collector. For application and more in- 
formation please visit www.wilbra- 
ham-ma.gov. Application Deadline 
3/26/2021 at 4:30PM. EOE 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM, PRIN- 
CIPAL ASSESSOR Looking for a re- 
liable Principal Assessor. For applica- 
tion and more information please visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Open 
Until Filled. EOE 


TRUCK DRIVER - CLASS A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer - 
Experience Required. RB Enterprises, 
Ludlow (413) 583-8393 





Page 19 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


LAND FOR SALE 


SMALL WATERFRONT LOTS 
Dock coming soon, swimming and 
fishing. Holland, MA. $19,000 each or 
best offer (508) 868-6157 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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treFOlish 
National 


Credit Union 


YEARS OF SERVICE 
www.pncu.com 


Ask Zaneta Grasakis, Branch Manager at 2002 Boston Road 
in Wilbraham how you can receive up to $200 when you 
open a Perks Checking Account!* 


*Individuals are eligible for up to a $200 bonus under the following conditions: a.) individuals must open a PNCU Perks Checking Account in which 
PNCU will credit $50 at time of opening; b.) an additional $50 will be credited at time of opening when you sign up for Online Banking and a Debit 
MasterCard®; c.) an additional $100 will be deposited to the Perks Checking Account once a Direct Deposit to or ACH withdrawal from the Perks 
Checking Account is receieved. If Direct Deposit or ACH withdrawal requirement is met, credit will be issued on August 2, 2021. As of February 1, 
2021, current Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for PNCU Perks Checking Account is 0.24%, minimum balance to open is $25 and the minimum 
balance to earn the APY is $10. Current members are ineligible to receive this offer. Any amounts credited per this offer will be deducted from 
accounts closed within 12 months of account opening date. Some or all of the amounts credited may be considered earned interest. Offer will 
expire May 31, 2021. Must present this postcard when opening an account in person or use code HINEIGHBOR200 to receive credit when opening 
an account online. 





Spectrum> 


SPECTRUM 
INTERNET® & TV 


=3 aa 


$ 
AAS 


for 12 mos 
NO CONTRACTS 





when bundled* 





> Fastest Internet starting speeds for the price at > FREE Spectrum TV® App to watch live TV and 
100 Mbps (wireless speeds may vary) On Demand anywhere 
> FREE modem and no data caps > Over 200 HD channels availablet 


> FREE antivirus software 


CALL 1-855-558-6791 | Visit Spoectrum.com + Respond by 05/31/21 


Offer good through 05/31/2021; subject to change; valid to qualified residential customers who have not subscribed to any services within the previous 30 days and have no outstanding obligation 
to Charter. *Bundle price for Internet and TV Select is $89.98/mo. for yr. 1; standard rates apply after yr. 1. Taxes, fees and surcharges (bdcst surcharge up to $16.45/mo.) extra and subject to 
change during and after the term; installation, equipment and additional services are extra. General Terms: INTERNET: Speed based on wired connection. Available Internet speeds may vary by 
address. TV: TV equipment required, charges may apply. tChannel and HD programming availability based on level of service. Account credentials may be required to stream some TV content 
online. Services subject to all applicable service terms and conditions, subject to change. Services not available in all areas. Restrictions apply. ©2021 Charter Communications. 


